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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  The  Year  1965 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HE  MEL  HEMPSTEAD 

and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of : 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEM  EL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 
AND  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  tenth  annual  report  on  the  health 
and  social  conditions  of  your  districts  for  the  year  1965.  The  report 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  is  in  a form  similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  The  sections 
dealing  with  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area,  housing  and  the 
inspection  and  supervision  of  food  have  been  written  and  compiled  by 
the  public  health  inspectors  to  whom  I am  indebted.  The  final  section 
of  the  report  is  devoted  to  a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services 
in  the  division,  for  which  the  County  Council  is  the  responsible 
authority. 

The  annual  variations  in  the  vital  statistics  which  inevitably  occur 
in  places  with  relatively  small  populations  makes  comparisons  between 
the  years  unrewarding  if  not  actually  misleading.  To  discern  any  par- 
ticular health  trend  a review  of  the  vital  statistics  should  be  spread  over 
a period  of  at  least  ten  years  and  as  this  is  my  tenth  annual  report  such 
a review  might  now  be  appropriate. 

During  the  ten-year  period  the  birth  and  death  rates  have  remained 
reasonably  constant  and  in  general  the  birth  rate  has  been  higher  and 
the  death  rate  lower  than  the  national  average.  The  infant  mortality 
rates  have  shown  rather  wider  annual  variations  largely  because  of  the 
preponderance  of  deaths  in  the  first  week  or  month  of  life  from  causes 
which  are  not  preventable  with  our  present  knowledge.  Deaths  from 
respiratory  diseases  have  declined  but  deaths  from  coronary  heart 
disease  and  lung  cancer  have  increased. 

The  greatest  change  has  occurred  among  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases.  Polio  seems  to  have  been  eliminated  and  joins  diphtheria  (and 
dare  I say  smallpox)  in  the  select  list  of  diseases  which  medicine  has 
conquered.  Whooping  cough  is  another  of  the  vanishing  diseases  and 
only  measles  remains  to  plague  us  in  epidemic  form.  Tuberculosis  has 
shown  a steady  decline  in  incidence  and  mortality  and  indeed  the  non- 
respiratory  form  has  almost  disappeared.  The  conquest  of  this  once 
dreaded  illness  is  due  largely  to  the  eradication  of  infection  in  milk, 
to  the  sterilizing  pow'er  of  the  new  drugs  on  infected  sputum  and  to 
the  protection  of  the  susceptible  younger  population  by  B.C.G.  vaccina- 
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tion.  Tuberculosis  is  still  with  us  but  unquestionably  it  is  on  its  way 
out.  But  it  is  the  specific  immunization  measures,  so  freely  available, 
that  have  played  the  greatest  part  in  the  conquest  of  the  infectious 
diseases,  a fact  which  present  and  future  generations  must  always 
remember  and  never  allow  control  to  be  relaxed. 

If  many  of  the  notifiable  diseases  are  out  or  on  the  way  out  there 
is  one,  infectious  hepatitis,  which  is  on  the  way  in.  The  disease  has  been 
recorded  for  the  past  six  years  and  its  incidence  is  increasing.  At  the 
moment  it  is  relatively  benign  but  there  is  always  the  possibility  of 
chronic  liver  damage  in  a small  number  of  cases  and  convalescence 
from  the  illness  is  usually  three  to  four  weeks  on  average.  The  mode  of 
spread  is  probably  by  personal  contact  of  the  bowel  to  mouth  type  and 
it  now  appears  that  undiagnosed  anicteric  cases  occur  among  contacts 
increasing  the  means  of  the  spread  of  infection  and  making  prevention 
more  difficult.  Careful  attention  must  certainly  be  paid  to  the  disease 
particularly  while  a prophylactic  vaccine  is  unavailable. 

The  progress  in  new  clinic  construction  is  also  worthy  of  comment. 
Five  new  welfare  centres,  three  in  association  with  neighbourhood  com- 
munity centres,  have  been  opened  in  the  past  ten  years  and  a further 
centre  will  be  opened  this  year  in  Tring.  The  Marlowes  Principal  Health 
Centre  splendidly  sited  with  other  civic  buildings  in  the  centre  of 
Hemel  Hempstead  and  opened  in  November  is  a particularly  welcome 
acquisition  for  it  allows  a development  of  the  personal  health  services 
previously  impossible  in  the  cramped  quarters  of  its  predecessor.  A 
measure  of  the  development  of  the  personal  health  services  in  the 
division,  because  of  new  building  construction,  is  seen  in  the  dental 
service.  There  are  now  five  dental  surgeries  and  a further  one  to  add 
when  the  Tring  Health  Centre  opens  this  year.  Ten  years  ago  there  was 
but  one. 

The  report  would  be  incomplete  if  mention  were  not  made  of  the 
vastly  improved  accommodation  now  available  to  the  department  in 
the  new  Town  Hall.  It  has  obviated  many  of  the  administrative 
difficulties  associated  with  cramped  quarters  and  has  allowed  the 
physical  integration  of  the  County  Council  Health  and  Welfare  Services 
at  divisional  level.  For  the  first  time  all  the  social  workers  will  be  under 
the  one  roof  and  a more  intensive  and  better  co-ordinated  social  work 
programme  of  the  various  disciplines  can  be  confidently  expected. 

May  I thank  the  members  of  the  Councils  for  their  continued 
interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  health  and  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment for  their  invaluable  support. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Town  Hall, 

Hemel  Hempstead, 

Herts. 

June,  1966. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,193  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1965  ...  63,030 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1965  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,567 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1965  ...  ...  £3,657,034 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1965/66  £15,500 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  births: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  ... 


Male 

Female 

Total 

590 

582 

1,172 

35 

32 

67 

625 

614 

1,239 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  19.7 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.7 


STILL  births: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 

4 9 13 

— 1 1 


Total  ...  4 10  14 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  11.2 


DEATHS : 

Males  244,  Females  221 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  form  Puerperal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


465 

7.4 

11.0 

Nil 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  15  10  25 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

Total  ...  15  10  25 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  


20.2 

21.3 

Nil 

17.8 

14.5 

17.6 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system) 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 


2.60 

1.59 


0.90 

0.62 

0.02 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1965 
was  63,030  as  compared  with  61,890  at  mid- 1964.  Allowing  for  the 
natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  of  774, 
this  shows  that  366  persons  moved  into  the  area  last  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

The  area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  Borough  are  0.85  and  1.49 
respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  truly  comparable  with 
those  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  need  for  such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  difference  in 
the  constitution  of  area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their 
sex  and  age  group  components.  The  low  factor  for  births  and  the  high 
factor  for  deaths  are  both  indicative  of  the  relative  youthfulness  of  the 
Borough  population  as  compared  with  other  areas  and  the  country  as 
a whole. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  1,239  live  births  was  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
a decrease  of  nineteen  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  17.3  for  the  previous  year  and  18.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  14  still  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  a decrease  of  nine  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
The  still  birth  rate  was  11.2  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared 
with  18.0  for  1964  and  with  15.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  465 
(244  males,  221  females),  an  increase  of  eighteen  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  11.3  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.5. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory 
Diseases  and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Of  the  95  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth 
in  29  instances  was  situated  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  20.2  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  10.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  19.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year  ... 

1 — 5 years  ... 

5 — 15  years  ... 
15 — 25  years  ... 
25 — 35  years  . . . 
35 — 45  years  . . . 
45 — 55  years  . . . 
55 — 65  years  . . . 
65 — 75  years  . . . 
75  years  and  over 


Males 

Females 

Total 

15 

10 

25 

1 

2 

3 

6 

4 

10 

4 

1 

5 

6 

1 

7 

8 

9 

17 

31 

17 

48 

46 

19 

65 

51 

53 

104 

76 

105 

181 

all  causes  ...  244  221  465 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1965 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6, 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— _ 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

, 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

7 

2 

9 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

24 

5 

29 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- — 

8 

8 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

24 

22 

46 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

5 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

5 

6 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

29 

39 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

43 

29 

72 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

3 

3 

6 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

35 

31 

66 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

9 

11 

20 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia  

14 

13 

27 

24. 

Bronchitis  

17 

7 

24 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

3 

2 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

3 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

_ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

4 

4 

8 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

22 

30 

52 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

7 

3 

10 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

6 

4 

10 

35. 

Suicide  

7 

3 

10 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

1 

1 

2 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

244 

221 

465 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1965 


Cause  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity  ... 

8 

8 

8 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

3 

2 

_ 

5 

___ 

. 

- 

, 

5 

Other  Congenital 
Malformations 

3 

1 

_ 



4 

1 

- 

- 

5 

Pulmonary 

Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

Pulmonary 

Atelectasis 

2 

— — 

. 

— 

2 





.. 

- 

2 

Acute  Bronchitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonitis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Septicaemia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hypoglycaemia 

1 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

18 

4 

— 

— 

22  J 

2 

1 

— 

— 

25 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 

Mains  water  is  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company  and  bacteriological  samples  taken  from  house 
taps  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough  were  all  satisfactory.  The  three 
remaining  stand-pipes,  supplying  six  houses,  were  abolished. 

Nineteen  dwellings  are  supplied  from  six  private  wells  or  bores. 
An  unsatisfactory  sample  was  taken  from  one  of  these  but,  after  reme- 
dial work  had  been  carried  out,  the  water  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company  has  no  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million  of  fluoride 
present. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water 
mains  and  from  wells: 
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Total  Number  in  Borough  

Dwellings 

19,728* 

Persons 

63,030f 

Number  supplied  from  main  

Number  supplied  by  wells  

19,709 

19 

62,965 

65 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer, 
t Registrar-General’s  figure  for  mid- 1965. 


Water  Samples  taken  during  1965 


Description 

of 

Samples 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAM. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated  

13 

13 

— 

Private  Supplies 

5 

4 

1 

Swimming  Pool 

18 

18 

Public  Swimming  Pool 

The  modern  open-air  swimming  pool  in  Park  Road  is  owned  by 
the  Borough  Council.  It  has  a capacity  of  320,000  gallons,  is  filled  from 
the  main  water  supply,  and  is  equipped  with  filters  and  break-point 
chlorination  plant.  Yet  again,  all  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  completion  of  the  new  sewer  connecting  Bourne  End  and 
Winkwell  to  the  main  sewerage  system  resulted  in  sixty  cesspools  and 
fifteen  pail  closets  being  abolished,  leaving  three  cesspools  and  five  pail 
closets  still  to  be  dealt  with.  Eighty-two  premises  are  now  connected  to 
the  sewer,  one  house  has  been  modernised  with  the  help  of  a dis- 
cretionary grant  and  the  owners  of  nine  old  dwellings  have  applied  for 
standard  grants. 

Serious  nuisance  was  caused  in  the  unsewered  part  of  Wood  Lane 
End,  due  to  overflowing  cesspools  and  surface  water  flooding.  The 
Council  is  investigating  the  possibility  of  providing  a sewer. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 


Number 

on 

Register 


Number  of 


Inspections 


Written 

Notices 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

12 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

223 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

26 

TOTAL  

261 

56 


3 


111 


9 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  insufficient  

3 (1) 

- (1) 

_ 

_ 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective . 

2 (2) 

2 

■ — • 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  

1 

1 

— 

• 11  ■ 

— 

TOTAL  

7 (3) 

3 (1) 

— 

— 

— 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  building  sites,  and  are  totalled  separately. 


3.  outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  59 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  49 

Making  brushes 
Miscellaneous 


TOTAL  ...  114 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts 133 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Rent  Act  11 

Improvement  Grants,  purchases,  land  charge 

enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  78 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  244 

Council  house  removals  ...  ...  ...  ...  492 

Problem  families  and  old  people  ...  ...  ...  33 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  487 

Refuse  disposal  118 

Moveable  dwellings  79 

Canal  boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Factories,  workplaces  and  outworkers’  premises  ...  ...  61 

Building  sites  56 

Demolition  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Schools  4 

Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  (general  inspections  143 

(other  visits  235 

Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Shops  Act  10 

Petroleum  Acts 310 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  ...  6 

Pests  Act — rats  and  mice  ...  1,203 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ...  18 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  28 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  252 

Clean  Air  Act — visits  to  houses  2,709 

visits  to  measuring  apparatus  330 

Smoke  observation  and  boiler-house  visits 121 

Fairgrounds  17 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  400 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  858 

Food  hygiene  lectures 48 

Talks  to  organisations  24 

Attendances  at  court 2 

Other  visits  1,168 

food  premises: 

Slaughterhouses  3 

Butchers’  shops  52 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  35 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  24 

Bakehouses  22 
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Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  20 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  74 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  ...  ...  170 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles 49 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  215 

Food  inspection  visits 208 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  36 

Water  cress  beds  29 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 


Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 


Houses 


657 


Formal 

Informal 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


31.12.64 

1965 

1965 

31.12.65 

— 

18 

13 

5 

246 

389 

384 

251 

246 

407 

397 

256 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

Clean  Air 

SMOKE  CONTROL  AREAS 

Two  smoke  control  areas,  Gadebridge  and  Grove  Hill/Cupid 
Green,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  September.  The  proposed 
Warners  End  area  was  surveyed  and  the  order  submitted  for  confirma- 
tion. 


Almost  thirty  per  cent  of  the  Borough’s  area  is  now  smoke  con- 
trolled, although  some  of  this  land  is  not  yet  fully  developed.  One-fifth 
of  the  existing  houses  are  in  control  areas. 


At  the  31st  December,  1965,  the  position  was: — 


Name  of  Area 

No.  of 
Houses 

Other 

Properties 

Acres 

1 . In  operation — 

Highfield  No.  1 

837 

4 

221 

Highfield  No.  2 

656 

16 

100 

Leverstock  Green 

No.  1 

590 

78 

Grove  Hill/ 

Leverstock  Green  * 

78 

17 

944 

Gadebridge 

1,686 

35 

713 

Totals: 

3,847 

72 

2,056 

2.  Awaiting  confirmation — 

Warners  End 

1,582 

8 

360 

* Development  of  this  area  has  now  commenced 


CHIMNEY  HEIGHTS 

Although  there  is  some  control  of  chimney  heights  in  connection 
with  new  or  extended  buildings.  Crown  properties,  school  buildings, 
offices,  shops  and  domestic  buildings  are  exempt.  Many  blocks  of  offices 
or  flats  require  large  capacity  boiler  installations  and  are  often  sited 
in  town  centres.  There  seems  no  logical  reason  why  these  buildings 
should  be  exempt. 

MEASUREMENT  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Three  of  the  four  measuring  stations  have  been  operating  for  three 
years  and,  although  it  is  too  early  to  draw  any  definite  conclusions, 
there  appears  to  be  an  overall  reduction  in  pollution. 

MEASURING  STATION  SITES 

No.  1.  Odeon  Cinema,  Marlowes:  In  the  town  centre,  surrounded 
by  mainly  modern  shops  and  commercial  and  administrative  buildings 
with  oil  fired  central  heating. 

Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 


1965 

SMOKE 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

SMOKE 

/so  2 

RATIO 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Micro-Grams  per  Cubic  Metre 

Jan. 

55 

218 

7 

112 

237 

13 

0.23 

Feb. 

67 

178 

21 

158 

317 

75 

0.42 

March 

57 

133 

17 

128 

306 

43 

0.45 

April 

31 

69 

14 

96 

168 

44 

0.32 

May 

22 

46 

7 

70 

146 

28 

0.31 

June 

16 

37 

1 

44 

71 

0 

0.36 

July 

13 

25 

3 

43 

104 

15 

0.30 

Aug. 

17 

40 

6 

47 

115 

23 

0.36 

Sept. 

35 

66 

15 

66 

151 

31 

0.53 

Oct. 

66 

141 

7 

88 

193 

18 

0.75 

Nov. 

60 

174 

15 

117 

232 

50 

0.51 

Dec. 

47 

143 

7 

98 

192 

25 

0.48 

No.  2.  Old  Town  Hall,  High  Street:  In  a North /South  valley  with 
parkland  to  the  West  and  old  residential  and  shop  property  on  rising 
ground  to  the  East. 

Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 


1965 

SMOKE 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

SMOKE 

/so  2 

RATIO 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Micro-Grams  per  cubic  metre 

Jan. 

56 

183 

7 

86 

220 

31 

0.65 

Feb. 

62 

190 

10 

103 

267 

36 

0.60 

March 

56 

142 

7 

116 

348 

36 

0.48 

April 

21 

55 

1 

46 

110 

0 

0.46 

May 

17 

44 

2 

47 

104 

0 

0.36 

June 

13 

28 

2 

37 

72 

13 

0,35 

July 

12 

30 

4 

36 

70 

7 

0.33 

Aug. 

16 

37 

1 

33 

76 

8 

0.48 

Sept. 

35 

64 

13 

56 

128 

27 

0.62 

Oct. 

60 

159 

7 

65 

186 

6 

0.92 

Nov. 

51 

115 

7 

73 

188 

13 

0.70 

Dec. 

68 

585 

7 

80 

194 

26 

0.85 

i / 


No.  3.  Adey field:  In  a secondary  modern  school  in  a post-war 
residential  district. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 


1965 

SMOKE 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

SMOKE 

/ SO  2 

RATIO 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Micro-Grams  per  Cubic  Metre 

Jan. 

48 

143 

7 

100 

231 

30 

0.48 

Feb. 

66 

161 

12 

130 

249 

36 

0.51 

March 

56 

136 

2 

128 

284 

0 

0.44 

April 

28 

85 

1 

73 

213 

0 

0.38 

May 

20 

52 

1 

65 

176 

0 

0.31 

June 

13 

28 

3 

54 

88 

19 

0.24 

July 

11 

22 

2 

48 

96 

15 

0.23 

Aug. 

14 

45 

1 

41 

82 

13 

0.34 

Sept. 

34 

55 

11 

77 

128 

32 

0.44 

Oct. 

60 

147 

4 

95 

200 

12 

0.63 

Nov. 

64 

141 

15 

112 

229 

31 

0.57 

Dec. 

59 

202 

7 

119 

336 

31 

0.50 

No.  4.  Kodak:  Situated  on  the  industrial  estate,  which  is  virtually 
a smoke  control  area. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 


1965 

SMOKE 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

SMOKE 

/so  2 

RATIO 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Micro-Grams  per  Cubic  Metre 

Jan. 

37 

107 

12 

86 

216 

32 

0.43 

Feb. 

58 

169 

11 

244 

617 

26 

0.24 

March 

54 

141 

3 

167 

578 

32 

0.32 

April 

26 

63 

4 

162 

591 

49 

0.16 

May 

27 

113 

6 

110 

215 

34 

0.25 

June 

18 

35 

6 

117 

390 

44 

0.15 

July 

17 

32 

2 

87 

208 

8 

0.20 

Aug. 

24 

51 

5 

90 

257 

30 

0.27 

Sept. 

36 

63 

13 

85 

135 

40 

0.42 

Oct. 

63 

175 

8 

104 

297 

28 

0.61 

Nov. 

50 

130 

8 

165 

412 

53 

0.30 

Dec. 

54 

173 

8 

150 

400 

30 

0.36 
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HOUSING 


Housing  Act  1957 
Unfit  Houses 

121  houses  were  made  fit  as  a result  of  notices  being  served,  27 
demolition  or  closing  orders  were  made  and  one  undertaking  accepted. 
18  houses  were  demolished  or  closed. 


The  Housing  Manager  remarks: — 

“The  Borough  Council  and  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns 
have  now  combined  their  waiting  list  to  form  a ‘common  housing  list’. 
The  administration  of  this  list  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Council, 
and  all  applicants  for  housing  accommodation  are  selected  by  means 
of  a ‘points  scheme’  and  housed  by  either  the  Borough  Council  or  the 
Commission  for  the  New  Towns.  The  number  of  applicants  on  the 
‘common  housing  list’  as  at  the  31st  December  1965,  was  1,548.  Of  this 
number,  937  were  without  separate  accommodation  (in  rooms,  etc.)  and 
611  were  already  occupying  separate  accommodation  but  were  requiring 
better  accommodation  for  various  reasons  (e.g.  over-crowding,  poor 
amenities,  etc.).  In  addition  to  this,  92  applicants  were  on  the  approved 
list  awaiting  housing,  already  having  been  selected  through  the  Council’s 
‘points  scheme’.  Of  this  number,  60  were  sharing  accommodation,  and 
32  were  already  occupying  their  own  separate  accommodation;  5 
applicants  were  occupying  unfit  property  and  were  awaiting  rehousing. 

“During  the  year  119  houses  and  100  new  garages  were  built  by 
the  Borough  Council.  These,  together  with  chance  vacancies  that 
occurred,  made  it  possible  for  the  Borough  Council  to  house  117  people 
from  the  waiting  list,  and  transfer  115  tenants  to  more  suitable 
accommodation.  In  addition  a further  9 tenants  were  housed  from  unfit 
properties.  The  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  housed  273  applicants 
from  the  ‘common  housing  list’,  and  were  also  able  to  house  9 applicants 
occupying  unfit  properties.” 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were : — 
(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

84 

141 

19 


(b)  Completed 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

119 

179 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.65  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.65. 


Site 

Number 

houses 

Crabtree  Lane  

54 

Crabtree  Lane  

31 

Wood  Crescent  .... 

19 

Adeyfield  

102 

Adeyfield  

178 

Belswains  Estate  ... 

186 

Beechfield  Estate . . . 

188 

Oakdene  Road  

6 

Fairway  

40 

Stonelea  Road  

14 

Vauxhall  Road  .... 

14 

Seaton  Road  

1 

Deaconsfield  Road 

1 

Oliver  Road  

2 

Warners  End  

58 

Highfield  Estate  ... 

834 

Wheelers  Lane 

15 

Wood  CrescentEast 

15 

» » West 

15 

Cupid  Green  Depot 

2 

Type 


Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Permanent  Prefabricated — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses,  1 and  2-bedroom  flats  and 
Old  People’s  Bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 2,  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses,  and  bungalows. 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses  and  bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 1,  2,  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses,  flats,  maisonettes,  Old  People’s 
Bungalows  and  shops. 

Permanent  Brick — 3 -bedroom,  parlour 
Permanent  Brick — 3 -bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

Permanent  Brick,  3 -bedroom 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.65: 


Site 

No.  of 
houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Highfield  Scheme  11... 

173 

Various 

173 

119 

Crabtree  Lane 

48 

Various 

48 

— 

Cranford  (Fletcher 
Way) 

36 

32  Flatlets  and  4 bungalows 
for  old  people 

36 

— 

20 


(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  hut  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.65. 


Proposed 

Site 

No.  of 

Type 

Houses 

Highfield  Scheme  14... 

Elephant  Farm  

376 

24 

Various 

1 -bedroom  and  bedsitter  flats 

I am  indebted  to  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  (Hemel 
Hempstead  Executive)  for  the  following  information  regarding  the 
progress  of  the  New  Town: — 

1.  Housing: 

In  1965  135  new  dwellings  were  completed,  comprising: 


1 bedroom 

33 

2 bedroom 

23 

3 bedroom 

54 

4 bedroom  and  over 

25 

The  135  dwellings  were  distributed  as  follows: — 

Adeyfield  

29 

Bennetts  End 

22 

Chaulden 

4 

Warners  End  

80 

The  total  dwellings  constructed  up  to  December 

1965, 

(including  houses  built  for  sale)  

...  11,346 

Estimated  new  town  population  

...  38,050 

The  number  of  dwellings  under  construction  at 

the  end  of  1965 

was  103,  allocated  as  follows: — 

Warners  End 

15 

Christchurch  Road 

6 

The  Alleys 

82 

Industry: 

Total  number  of  factories  completed 

... 

61 

Factories  completed  during  1965  

• . . 

. . . — 

New  factories  under  construction  

• » • 

5 

Extensions  to  existing  factories  under  construction 

4 

Estimated  employment  in  industrial  area  ... 

. . . 

...  9,800 
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3.  Service  Industry: 

No.  of  firms  in  operation  67 

Premises  under  construction  4 

4.  Offices: 

11,000  sq.  ft.  of  office  floor  space  was  completed  during  1965, 
making  a total  of  340,000  sq.  ft.  completed  to  date. 

5.  Shops: 

No  new  shops  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Total  completed  to  date: 

Town  Centre 169 

Elsewhere  124* 

(*  This  figure,  previously  reported  as  129,  has  been  corrected.) 

6.  Schools: 

One  school  was  completed  (560  places)  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  13,880  places  in  the  35  new  town  schools. 

7.  Grove  Hill  Neighbourhood: 

The  main  drainage  contract  for  this  new  neighbourhood  was 
started  in  June  1965  and  is  due  for  completion  by  the  end  of  1966.  The 
neighbourhood  will  provide  housing  for  some  10,000  of  the  town’s 
expanding  population. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

Register 

There  are  many  offices  connected  with  factories  or  owned  by  the 
Crown  or  local  authorities  situated  within  the  Borough,  and  these  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  Factory  Inspectorate.  Registered  with  the 
Council  are: — 

134  Offices 

359  Retail  Shops 

10  Wholesale  premises 

39  Catering  establishments  and  canteens 

2 Fuel  storage  depots 


544 


They  employ  5,066  persons,  2,355  males  and  2,711  females.  At  the 
end  of  1965,  general  inspections  had  been  carried  out  at  233. 

Contraventions 

A high  proportion  of  premises  have  been  built  within  the  last 
fifteen  years.  During  this  time  a standard  of  requirements  has  been 
operated,  based  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Gower’s  Committee, 
for  such  items  as  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities.  The 
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standards  laid  down  by  the  new  regulations  are  not  dissimilar,  and  little 
in  the  way  of  alterations  has  been  required. 

Only  one  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  found.  There  have  been 
a few  instances  of  dirty  conditions,  particularly  in  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion. 


Two  applications  were  made  for  exemptions  in  respect  of  provision 
of  sanitary  conveniences,  one  at  a shop,  the  other  at  an  office.  These 
premises  were  at  either  end  of  public  conveniences  on  the  market  square. 
The  applications  were  refused,  the  plans  have  since  been  submitted  for 
the  necessary  improvements. 

Lack  of  sufficient  heating  arrangements  has  been  found  in  a number 
of  shops,  particularly  those  where  foods  are  sold  or  where  it  is  customary 
to  keep  the  door  open  during  business  hours.  In  some  premises  hot 
water  was  not  provided  at  wash  basins. 

Lighting  generally  was  adequate,  but  there  is  a tendency  to  reduce 
artificial  lighting  to  a minimum  in  parts  of  buildings  where  the  public 
does  not  have  access,  and  where  some  occupiers  feel  it  is  a waste  of 
electricity  to  install  sufficient  fittings  of  adequate  wattage. 

A number  of  defective  floors  have  been  repaired  and  two  dangerous 
stairs  made  safe.  In  a new  block  of  offices,  the  staircase  between  the 
first  and  fourth  floors  was  built  against  large  windows  in  the  external 
wall.  A handrail  was  provided,  but  there  were  no  vertical  rails  or 
infilling:  anyone  who  slipped  on  the  stairs  might  well  have  crashed 
through  the  window  to  the  ground  below. 

Eighteen  accidents  were  reported,  none  of  them  fatal,  and  most 
of  them  consisting  of  cuts  or  bruises. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Complaints 

69  complaints  were  received  concerning  alleged  unsound  tainted 
or  mouldy  food  and  foreign  bodies  in  foodstuffs. 

Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1965  was: — 


Butchers  35 

Fishmongers — Wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  10 

Grocers  39 

Greengrocers  21 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade — not  included  above)  ...  28 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  45 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  70 
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Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences)  48 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (including  above) 14 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  29 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc 47 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  127 

Number  of  premises  concerned  in  above  ...  258 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Of  the  258  premises  which  are  subject  to  the  Regulations,  25  have 
not  yet  been  provided  with  a separate  wash-hand  basin,  and  4 are  still 
without  an  equipment  sink.  The  majority  of  premises  are  well  con- 
structed and  well  equipped,  but  may  have  insufficient  space  for  the 
amount  of  business  carried  on,  and  overcrowded  conditions  are  not 
conducive  to  hygienic  practices. 


Food  Hygiene  Education 

The  ten-lecture  courses  continued  at  the  Dacorum  College  of 
Further  Education  and  followed  the  syllabus  of  the  Royal  Institute  of 
Public  Health  and  Hygiene.  Five  courses  were  completed. 

So  far  a total  of  174  students  have  attended,  from  hospitals,  manu- 
facturers, retailers,  restaurants  and  canteens.  114  sat  the  examination 
and  100  were  successful. 

Where  food  handlers  may  not  be  suitable  for  attendance  at  a full 
course,  one  or  two  talks  are  given,  with  the  aid  of  the  department’s 
coloured  slides.  These  can  be  arranged  at  the  food  premises  concerned, 
and  it  is  felt  well  worth  the  effort  even  though  only  one  or  two  staff 
are  employed  there. 

There  are  still  many  firms  in  the  borough,  both  large  and  small, 
who  have  not  sent  even  one  representative  to  a course.  The  County 
Council  realise  the  need  for  hygiene  training  of  school  canteen  staffs, 
and  the  majority  of  the  supervisors  and  cooks  have  attended. 

Samples  Taken 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Ice  Cream 


Taken 

Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grades  III/IV 

18 

8 

4 

6 

Slaughterhouses 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  attached  to  a butcher’s 
shop.  This  slaughterhouse  complies  with  statutory  standards  and  is 
suitable  for  a limited  amount  of  slaughtering,  excluding  cattle.  No 
slaughtering  was  carried  out  during  1965. 


24 


Foodstuffs  found  to  foe  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
Refuse  Tip.  The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  were:  — 


Carcase  meat  and  offal 

Fish  

Tinned  Meat 
248  Turkeys 
32  Chickens 
Tins,  jars  and  packets 
Frozen  food  packets 


1,405  lbs. 
333  lbs. 
437  lbs. 
2,871  lbs. 
87  lbs. 
721 
2,462 


Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 

75  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  of  which  13 
were  formal  samples.  Twelve  were  sent  as  results  of  complaints  by 
members  of  the  public:  alleged  taint  in  milk,  excess  of  syrup  in  a tin 
of  fruit  salad,  poor  quality  self-raising  flour  and  excess  of  colour  in 
black-current  jam  were  not  justified. 

Foreign  matter  was  identified  in  several  cases,  and  in  others  the 
Analyst  certified  that  the  item  had  entered  the  food  during  manu- 
facture and  not  afterwards. 

Pork  sausage  meat  was  found  to  be  16%  deficient  in  meat  content 
and  packets  of  tea  were  incorrectly  labelled. 


Prosecutions 

Prosecution  is  pending  in  respect  of  a bakehouse  from  which 
several  items  of  food  containing  foreign  matter,  such  as  rodent  excreta 
and  the  eggs  and  larvae  of  insects,  have  been  delivered  to  customers, 
and  where  a number  of  offences  against  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
were  discovered. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

T otal 
Cases 
Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

3 

2 

Nil 

Measles  

650 

2 

Nil 

Dysentery  

64 

1 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

26 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

2 

14 

3 

_ 

— 

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

61 

4 

— 

*— 

2—  3 „ 

— 

1 

118 

8 

— 

— 

3—4  „ 

— 

— 

101 

4 

— 

1 

4—5  „ 

— 

— 

118 

5 

— 

— 

5 — 10  „ 

6 

— 

221 

16 

— 

9 

10—15  „ 

— 

— 

8 

11 

— 

13 

15—25  „ 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

2 

25—45  „ 

— 

— 

1 

10 

— 

1 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

1 

5 

Total  Cases 

Notified  

7 

3 

650 

64 

1 

26 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1965  • « • •••  • • • 

257 

208 

11 

25 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

5 

10 



Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers- in,  etc.)  

9 

8 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 
during  the  year : 

39 

36 

4 

4 

Total  number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

232 

190 

7 

22 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — - 1 years  ... 



1 

_ . 





1 — 5 years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 — 10  years  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

" 1 



10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

— 

— — 

" 

“■  “ 

■ “ 

' 

15 — 20  years  ... 

■ 

— - — 

11  " 

— 

— 

— 

r 

1 

20 — 25  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

” 

■ 

~ 

Totals  

5 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

27 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  Genera!  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,231  acres  and  contains 
the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Chipperfield,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon, 
Great  Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1965  ...  13,950 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1965  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,400 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1965  ...  ...  ...  £526,707 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1965/66  £2,200 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  births: 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  124  108  232 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 5 8 


Total  ...  127  113  240 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.2 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  18.1 

STILL  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 3 4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — • — — 


Total  ...  1 3 4 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births):  16.4 
DEATHS : 


Males  69,  Females  71  140 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.0 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  ...  4.1 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 4 6 

Illegitimate  — — 


Total  ...  2 4 6 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  25.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  25.9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 12.5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.5 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  28.7 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 


Heart  and  circulatory  diseases  

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  System) 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis, 
but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.  


3.58 

1.51 

1.36 

1.36 

0.07 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1965 
was  13,950  the  same  as  for  mid-1964.  The  natural  increase  of  the  popu- 
lation, i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  100  compared  with 
89  for  the  previous  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  these  are 
1.05  and  1.03  respectively.  The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity 
indicates  that  your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  dis- 
tribution the  standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  240  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of 
fourteen  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  18.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.8  for  the  previous  year  and  18.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  four  still  births  were  registered 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  six  for  the  previous  year.  The  still 
birth  rate  was  16.4  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with 
25.9  for  the  previous  year  and  with  15.7  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was 
140,  an  increase  of  three  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.3  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  10.4  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  25.0  per  1,000  live  births  as  com- 
pared with  17.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  19.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years  ... 

5 — 15  years  ... 
15 — 25  years  ... 
25 — 35  years  . . . 
35 — 45  years  . . . 
45 — 55  years  ... 
55 — 65  years  ... 
65 — 75  years  ... 
75  years  and  over 


Males 

Females 

Total 

2 

4 

6 

. 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 



2 

5 

3 

8 

11 

2 

13 

16 

20 

36 

32 

39 

71 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  69  71  140 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1965 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

- 

, 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— ■ 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  

■ 

— -* 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— - 



— — ' 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— ~~ 

— 

— — 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

. 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

— 





10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

1 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

4 

1 

5 

12, 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— - 

— 



14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

7 

7 

14 

15. 

Leukemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

l 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

12 

19 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

19 

10 

29 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

8 

6 

14 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

4 

6 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

1 

.1 

23. 

Pneumonia  

7 

5 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis  

1 

O 

L. 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

3 

— 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

* 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— — 

— 

— — 

30, 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

2 

O 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

7 

10 

17 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

2 

2 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

l 

35. 

Suicide  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

1 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

69 

71 

140 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1965 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1—2  weeks 

i 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity  

2 

— . 



2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease  

, 

. 



_____ 

. 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Congenital 
Malformations  . . . 

1 

___ 



1 

. 

- - 



1 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Infanticide  

— — 

1 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 1 

1 

1 

0 

6 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  samples  taken  during  1965: — 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 

Public  2 Nil  2 

Private  20  7 27 

More  sampling  was  carried  out  during  this  year  than  last,  and  it 
is  hoped  to  sample  all  private  supplies  in  future. 

The  feature  of  the  year  was  the  low  level  of  the  underground  water 
table  in  the  chalk,  causing  many  private  wells  to  fail  and  increasing  the 
risk  of  pollution.  The  low  water  table  was  due,  in  fact,  to  three 
successive  dry  winters  and  in  part  to  the  general  overpumping  of 
the  chalk  reservoir  of  the  whole  London  basin.  Increased  usage  of  water 
for  domestic  purposes  due  to  higher  standards  of  living,  together  with 
the  increase  in  the  population  have  contributed  to  the  higher  demand 
for  water.  Extraction  of  large  quantities  of  water  by  the  Friars  Wash 
Pumping  Station  of  the  Luton  Water  Company  and  by  the  Piccotts 
End  Pumping  Station  of  the  Rickmansworth  Company  has  exacerbated 
the  position  within  the  rural  district,  indeed,  the  position  has  got  so 
bad  that  the  Luton  Water  Company  are  obliged  to  acquire  water  from 
the  River  Ouse. 

Much  work  was  carried  out  in  dealing  with  three  schemes  for 
providing  main  water  in  areas  of  the  district  served  by  private  wells. 
Success  was  achieved  with  the  Friars  Wash/Chequers  Hill/Delmer  End 
Lane  area  of  Flamstead.  The  Ministry  are  promising  support  in  respect 
to  the  Rucklers  Lane  scheme,  but  a possible  scheme  for  the  Noke  Mill 
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area  of  Water  End  has  to  be  abandoned  due  to  one  owner’s  lack  of 
co-operation.  These  schemes  need  the  active  participation  of  all  owners 
of  property  affected,  and  considerable  detailed  negotiations  have  to  be 
carried  out.  The  Noke  Mill  scheme  covered  an  area  in  which  both  water 
Companies  operated. 

62  premises  still  rely  upon  private  supplies.  In  one  case  rain  water 
is  used,  and  two  other  premises  cart  water.  One  house  in  Chipperfield 
has  main  supply  from  a stand-pipe. 

All  main  water  is  of  excellent  bacterial  quality  and  no  restrictions 
were  imposed  during  the  year  for  drinking  water  purposes.  Main  water 
is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  following  authorities. 

Southern  Parishes,  Potten  End  and  Piccotts  End — 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Northern  Parishes — Luton  Water  Company. 

The  supply  of  the  Luton  Water  Company  has  0.19  parts  per  million 
of  fluoride  present  and  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Company  supply  has  not  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million. 


Rainfall 

The  rainfall  for  1965  was  29.83  inches  (1964 — 21.22  inches).  The 
average  is  28.6  inches.  The  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  deficient  (4.48 
inches)  which  exacerbated  the  fall  in  the  level  of  the  underground 
supplies. 


Standpipe  Supplies 

Only  one  house  obtains  its  water  supply  from  a stand-pipe.  Most 
caravans  have  now  a supply  from  a tap  inside. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
Caravans  have  been  excluded: — 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Bovingdon  

3,185 

1,062 

3,185 

Nil 

Nil 

Flamstead  

1,170 

390 

1,170 

Nil 

Nil 

Flaunden  

235 

78 

235 

Nil 

Nil 

Great  Gaddesden  

1,045 

348 

1.045 

Nil 

Nil 

Kings  Langley  

4,645 

1,548 

4,645 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperfield  

1,680 

559 

1,678 

1 

2 

Markyate  

2,440 

817 

2,440 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated. 


Swimming  Baths 

There  is  a swimming  bath,  complete  with  chlorination  plant,  at 
Bovingdon  County  Primary  School.  One  sample  proved  unsatisfactory, 
but  the  remainder  were  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Cesspool  Emptying 

This  service  claims  a great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  the  Council  staff  generally.  Occupiers  demands  for 
immediate  service  clash  with  the  economic  demand  to  provide  a service 
at  the  lowest  cost  to  the  ratepayers  in  general. 

Up  to  the  present,  a good,  almost  immediate,  service  has  been 
provided  against  a background  of  great  difficulties. 

During  the  year,  4,810  loads  were  removed  compared  with  3,727 
in  1964.  The  increase  is  due  in  part  to  the  increased  free  service  avail- 
able since  1st  April,  1965  (four  free  services  as  against  two),  in  part 
to  the  failure  of  “dumb  wells”  to  act  as  efficient  soakaways  and  in  part 
as  a result  of  increased  use  of  domestic  water  in  washing  machines. 

In  spite  of  the  amount  of  sewering  carried  out  in  the  rural  district 
since  1950,  this  service  is  still  expanding. 

The  service  is  operated  by  two  1,100  gallon  vehicles  with  an  old 
machine  in  reserve.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  the 
actual  cost  per  load  is  approximately  £1  5s.  Od.  The  year  1966  will  be 
a difficult  one  because  the  pressure  on  the  service  will  not  slacken  until 
Chipperfield  is  sewered. 

E.C.  Collection 

The  service  showed  no  significant  change  in  the  year.  Approxi- 
mately 100  premises  still  rely  on  pail  closet  sanitation.  Most  of  these 
are  in  Chipperfield,  but  there  are  20  premises  in  Water  End  and 
neighbourhood  which  still  rely  on  this  system. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected  in  the  rural  district  is  now 
dumped  at  Moor  Mill,  Radlett,  in  a commercial  tip  used  by  most 
local  authorities  in  this  part  of  the  County.  This  ends  the  problem  of 
fly  infestation  in  property  adjoining  Nash  Mills  Lane,  Kings  Langley. 
The  sytern  has  worked  well  and  the  economics  are  little  changed.  The 
old  tip  will  be  soiled  over. 

Refuse  Collection 

This  is  carried  out  regularly  throughout  the  district  at  weekly 
intervals.  A bonus  sytern  is  used.  During  the  year  a growing  difficulty 
was  found  in  recruiting  men  for  this  work  and  also  for  the  work  in 
connection  with  cesspool  emptying,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  offer 
housing  accommodation  to  obtain  any  applicants  for  vacancies. 

Derelict  Vehicles 

Every  month  all  the  public  car  parks  are  visited  (20  in  all)  and 
each  untaxed  vehicle  is  labelled  with  a warning  that  if  it  is  not  removed 
or  taxed  within  one  week,  it  will  be  towed  away.  Vehicles  left  on 
roadside  verges  are  similarly  dealt  with. 
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It  was  necessary  to  label  54  vehicles,  11  of  which  were  cut  up  or 
towed  in,  and  two  were  reclaimed. 

The  problem  is  definitely  on  the  increase  and  absorbs  a consider- 
able number  of  man  hours,  in  survey,  recording,  investigation  and 
disposal. 

Itinerants 

The  invasion  of  the  verges  of  county  roads  by  caravan  dwellers  has 
been  particularly  pronounced  in  the  Northern  Parishes  during  the  year. 
Apart  from  the  unsightly  appearance,  an  incredible  amount  of  refuse 
(including  old  car  bodies)  has  to  be  cleared  at  considerable  expense. 
At  times  the  amount  of  rubbish  that  has  had  to  be  shifted  and  dumped 
has  been  more  than  could  be  accommodated  at  once. 

The  police  have  co-operated  in  moving  on  the  itinerants,  but  it 
has  to  be  faced  that  there  is  little  real  remedy  against  this  kind  of 
nuisance.  It  is  unrealistic  in  most  cases  to  make  prosecutions,  and  if 
the  vans  are  towed  away  the  question  inevitably  arises  as  to  where  they 
are  to  be  towed. 

Particularly  itinerants  occupy  road  edges  in  the  following  areas: — 

South:  Pockettsdell; 

Farms  adjoining  Ley  Hill. 

North:  Coles  Lane,  and  verges  between  Old  Watling  Street 
and  Pepperstock; 

Holtsmere  End  and  approaches. 

PEST  CONTROL 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
rats  and  mice  infestation  numbered  88  (as  compared  with  102  in  the 
previous  year).  The  number  of  current  contracts  was  45,  which  yielded 
an  income  of  £306.  These  contracts  provide  for  a visit  at  least  once  a 
month. 

22  premises  were  dealt  with  to  clear  wasp  nests,  etc. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

4 

5 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

58 

12 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

6 

5 

— 

— 

FO I AL  

68 

22 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Preferred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

2 

2 

___ _ 

. 

Sanitary  conveniences: 
unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Outworkers 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 


GENERAL : 


Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

207 

Infectious  Diseases 

2 

Water  Supply 

• • « • • • •••  » • • 

34 

Drainage  

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

65 

Caravan  Sites 

• • • • <*  • •••  ••• 

73 

Public  Cleansing  

•••  •••  ••• 

84 

Schools  

• 3 * • • • •••  ••• 

25 

Miscellaneous 

• ••  • t o • • * 

60 

Interviews 



91 

Petroleum  Storage  

• ••  , t # •••  ••• 

6 

Pet  shops  and  animal  boarding  establishments  ... 

12 

food  premises: 

Butchers  and  slaughterhouses 

95 

Other  food  premises  

• ••  •••  •••  ••• 

313 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


31.12.64 

1965 

1965 

31.12.65 

Formal 

• • • • • • 

5 

4 

1 

Informal 

• • • • • • 5 1 

81 

102 

30 

Total  ...  51 

86 

106 

31 

Boarding  Kennels  and  Pet  Shops 

Five  boarding  kennels  and  two  pet  shops  were  inspected  and 
registered.  No  difficulty  was  encountered. 


Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts  1928  and  1936 

49  premises  are  licensed  for  this  purpose,  an  increase  of  three  in 
the  year. 


Shops,  Offices  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

8 premises  were  completely  inspected.  Inspections  (other  than 
general  inspection)  were  made  of  45  premises. 
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Total  number  of  premises  registered  270 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  397  (186  males 

211  females) 

It  is  seen  that  the  typical  establishment  employs  between  one  and 
two  persons  and  hardly  forms  the  type  of  establishment  which  the  Act 
was  meant  to  deal  with. 


MOUSING 

Little  reconstruction  work  was  done  on  old  properties  in  1965. 
Two  undertakings  were  accepted  from  the  owners  of  two  sub- 
standard houses. 

Eleven  standard  grants  and  thirteen  discretionary  grants  were  given 
in  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

32 

3 -bedroom  houses  (16); 

90 

1-bedroom  flats  (16) 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

18 

3-bedroom  houses  (6) ; 

1 -bedroom  flats  (12) 

94 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.65  was 
as  follows: 
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(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.65. 


Site 

Numbei 

house 

Markyate : 

45 

Buckwood  Road  

Buckwood  Road  

23 

Cowper  Road  

61 

Home  Farm  Estate 

118 

Kings  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

36 

Barnes  Estate  

45 

Bury  Estate  

30 

Coniston  Road  

6 

Wesley  Estate  

42 

Edmund  Estate 

86 

Waterside 

23 

Flamstead  .. 

56 

Chipperfield  : 

Nunfield  

36 

Croft  Estate 

44 

Croft  End  Road  

9 

Bovingdon : 

Hyde  Meadows  

129 

Old  Dean  

36 

Bovingdon  

42 

Gaddesden  Row: 

Jockey  End  

12 

Great  Gaddesden  

32 

Flaunden  

6 

Type 


Brick,  3-bedroom  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Arcon,  2-bedroom,  Temporary  (11), 

1-bedroom  bungalows  (12) 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, 2-bedroom  and  1 -bed- 
room flats 

Brick,  2 and  3 -bedroom  houses;  1- 
bedroom  flats 

Uni-Seco,  2-bedroom,  temporary 
(24),  Brick  3-bedroom,  parlour(12) 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, and  2-bedroom 
Unity,  2-bedroom  bungalows 
Brick,  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour;  2- 
bedroom  and  1-bedroom  flats 
3-bedroom  houses,  1 and  2-bedroom 
flats  and  bungalows 
3-bedroom  houses(3);  1-bedroom 
flats(20) 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  parlour 
and  non-parlour;  Airey  & Tim- 
ber, 3-bedroom,  parlour  (10) 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour; 2-bedroom  and  1-bed- 
room flats 
2 and  3-bedroom 
3-bedroom 

Brick,  Airey  & Unity;  3-bedroom, 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

2- bedroom  flats 

3- bedroom  houses  and  1-bedroom 
flats 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.65. 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Kings  Langley 

Edmund  Estate  

32 

3-bedroom  houses 

16 

2-bedroom  flats 

16 
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(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.,  Schemes 
about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not 
been  made  at  31.12.65. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Bovingdon 

Vicarage  Lane  

19 

3-bedroom  houses  and  Old  persons 
bungalows 

Kings  Langley 

Edmund  Estate  

20 

2-bedroom  flats 

Flamstead  

8 

1-bedroom  flats 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1965  ...  160 


Caravans 

A survey  was  made  of  all  the  known  caravans  within  the  rural 
district.  The  administration  of  caravans  is  complex  and  any  but  serious 
contraventions  are  not  easily  dealt  with.  The  district  has  been  plagued 
by  a group  of  so-called  drive  and  path  repairers.  These*  people  persuade 
owners  of  vacant  land  to  let  the  site  for  a group  of  caravans  for  a 
month  or  so.  The  person  letting  the  land  is  the  offending  party,  but 
having  taken  rent  he  is  debarred  from  ejecting  the  caravans  when  he 
becomes  aware  of  his  position.  This  procedure  has  been  followed  on 
several  occasions.  The  occupants  of  the  caravans  adopt  belligerent  and 
hostile  attitudes  when  approached,  and  make  all  kinds  of  specious 
pleadings.  Any  relaxation  in  dealing  with  these  people  would  lead  to 
large  invasions.  The  Council  has  authorised  immediate  prosecution 
against  occupiers  of  land  which  is  being  illegally  used  for  caravans,  but 
in  the  year  no  prosecutions  were  necessary. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  89  caravans  known  to  be 
occupied  in  the  district.  This  number  would  have  been  much  greater 
had  not  energetic  steps  been  taken  to  deal  with  the  problem. 

Reference  should  be  made  to  the  difficulties  in  control  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  (Control  of  Development)  Act  1960,  due  to  the  fact  that 
a number  of  people  park  towing  caravans  in  their  gardens,  and  that 
people  house  their  married  children  or  their  parents  in  caravans  on 
their  land.  It  is  doubtful  if  legal  action  could  be  successfully  taken 
against  occupiers  of  premises  using  caravans  for  members  of  their  own 
family. 


42 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Premises 


Following  the  very  complete  survey  of  food  premises  in  1964,  much 
work  was  done  in  following  up  requests  for  improvement. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  premises  existed: — 

Private  schools  serving  meals  ... 

Council  schools  serving  meals 

Hotels  and  similar  establishments  

Public  houses  with  restaurants  

Transport  cafes 

Butchers’  shops 

Bakehouses  

Fish  shops  (3  wet,  1 dry)  

Public  houses  other  than  above  

Industrial  canteens  

Shops  and  miscellaneous  premises  selling  food 
Premises  selling  ice  cream  (registered) 

Club  premises,  halls,  etc 

Residential  homes  


3 

10 

4 
2 

5 
9 
4 
4 

31 

2 

50 

35 

8 

2 


313  inspections  were  made  of  food  premises  during  the  year. 

5 premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  of  sausages,  boiled 
hams,  etc.  and  registrations  in  respect  of  several  other  premises  are 
pending  subject  to  completion  of  work. 

The  following  food  premises  were  discontinued  in  the  course  of  the 
year  as  a result  of  informal  action: 

3 Grocers  or  similar  shops 
1 Public  house 
1 Transport  cafe 
1 Hotel 

1 Restaurant  was  purchased  for  road  widening  and  closed 
1 Public  house  was  transferred  to  Luton  Rural  District 

Prosecution  was  taken  against  one  bakehouse  in  respect  of  dirty 
conditions  and  a conviction  was  recorded.  The  occupier  agreed  to  shut 
down  the  bakehouse.  The  prosecution  was  not  taken  until  every  possible 
informal  pressure  had  been  brought  to  bear. 

No.  of  premises  carrying  on  food  trade  134 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  (wash 

hand  basins)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  (facilities  for 

washing  food  and  equipment)  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19  ...  108 

Steps  were  taken  during  the  year  to  bring  pressure  on  owners  of 
public  houses  to  improve  sanitary  accommodation.  Some  of  the  estab- 
lishments have  primitive  sanitary  arrangements,  although  many  have 
been  improved  over  the  last  ten  years.  Some  of  the  improvements 
inspired  by  the  department  have  been  very  good  indeed,  and  particular 
mention  should  be  made  of  the  “Boot”  and  “Windmill”  at  Chipperfield 
the  “Spotted  Dog”  and  the  “Rose  and  Crown”  at  Flamstead,  the 
“Wheatsheaf”  at  Bovingdon,  the  “Plough”  at  Jockey  End,  Gaddesden 
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Row,  the  “Plume  and  Feathers”  at  Markyate  and  the  “Eagle”  at  Kings 
Langley.  Improvements  made  during  the  year  include  the  “Cock  and 
Bottle”  at  Great  Gaddesden,  the  “Crown  and  Sceptre”  at  Bridens  Camp, 
and  the  putting  in  hand  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  “Halfway  House” 
at  Bovingdon.  The  Brewers  are  certainly  faced  with  a heavy  programme 
of  necessary  improvements  over  the  next  few  years  and  it  may  well  be 
that  several  of  the  village  public  houses  will  disappear.  It  is  necessary 
now  to  provide  complete  and  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  for 
both  men  and  women,  with  washing  facilities,  accessible  from  all  the 
bars  and  under  the  control  of  the  landlord.  This  may  seem  a statement 
of  elementary  necessities,  but  many  of  the  public  houses  do  not  reach 
this  standard. 

On  several  occasions  the  attention  of  the  Brewers  has  had  to  be 
drawn  to  the  necessity  of  cleansing  and  redecorating  premises  and  there 
appears  to  be  a reluctance  to  provide  proper  kitchen  facilities  even 
when  meals  are  prepared  on  a fairly  large  scale. 

Food  Hygiene — Health  Education 

This  new  field  of  activity  was  entered  during  the  year.  The  difficulty 
of  travelling  to  the  courses  held  by  the  Borough  Council  at  the  Dacorum 
College  of  Further  Education  prevented  greater  support  throughout  the 
rural  district.  A start  was  made  by  one  food  trader  in  Kings  Langley 
taking  the  course  and  passing  the  examination,  and  her  enthusiasm  is 
now  spreading  through  the  rest  of  the  village. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  one  which  has  been 
completely  modernised  and  in  which  the  amount  of  slaughtering  has 
continued  to  increase.  The  other  is  small,  but  technically  complies  with 
the  Construction  Regulations  and  is  used  very  little. 

An  attempt  is  made  to  comply  strictly  with  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations  of  1963  and  all  carcases  of  meat  have  been  inspected.  It 
seems  unlikely  that  the  smaller  rural  districts  can  hope  to  comply 
strictly  with  the  new  regulations  which  seem  to  have  been  framed  for 
large  abattoirs  with  special  inspection  staff. 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered 


Years 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

1965 

125 

1 

1,054 

758 

3,294 

1964 

236 

7 

997 

786 

2,420 

1963 

210 

13 

359 

863 

1,618 

1962 

45 

6 

2 

340 

655 

1961 

1 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

621 

1960 

1 

— 

— 

1 

530 

1959 

15 

— 

2 

57 

696 

1958 

94 

— • 

1 

140 

686 

1957 

74 

18 

393 

341 

454 

1956 

39 

37 

661 

193 

386 

1955 

3 

14 

393 

217 

51 

1954 

5 

1 

* 

11 

13 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  

125 

1 

1,054 

758 

3,294 

— 

Number  inspected  

125 

1 

1,054 

758 

3,294 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

1 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

46 

— 

1 

— 

18 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

37 

0.2 

0.1 

0.8 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

_ 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

_ — 

1 

— 

41 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

0.8 

— - 

0.1 

— 

1.3 

• — 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  



— . - 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  comparatively  high  percentage  of  cattle  found  diseased  was  due 
to  fluke  infection  of  the  liver.  The  inspection  of  calves  is  a special 
problem.  Many  of  these  are  of  very  poor  quality.  Poor  quality  is  not 
of  it  self  a reason  for  condemning  meat. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

90 

2 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

1 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

i 

Under  1 year  ...... 

6 

1 — - 2 years  

10 

— 

2—3  „ 

10 

— 

3-4  „ 

10 

— 

4-5  „ 

9 

— 

5—10  „ 

38 

— 

10—15  „ 

4 



15-25  „ 

1 

1 

25-45  „ 

1 



45—65  „ 

— 

1 

65  years  and  over 

— 



Age  unknown  

1 

r 

Total  Cases  notified  ...... 

90 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 

1 965  •••  « . « « . . . . . 

41 

29 

7 

12 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.) 

1 

3 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year  

9 

6 

3 

2 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

34 

27 

5 

10 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

. 

_ , 

45—55 

55—65 

65 & upwards  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTEO 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  1,982  acres 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1965  ...  14,970 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December  1965  4,582 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1965  £731,310 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1965-66  £2,939 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  119  110  229 

Illegitimate  6 6 12 


Total  ...  125  116  241 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.1. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.6. 

still  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  1 — 1 


Total  ...  3 2 5 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  20.3. 

DEATHS ! 


Males  66,  Females  82  148 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 9.9 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  3 1 4 

Illegitimate  • — — 

Total  ...  3 1 4 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  


16.2 

16.6 

Nil 

8.3 

8.3 

29.0 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  3.21 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.47 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.34 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 1.67 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimation  of  the  population  at  mid-1965 
was  14,970  as  compared  with  14,640  at  mid- 1964.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  93. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  1.03  and  1.06  respectively.  The  close  approxi- 
mation of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  the  population  of  your 
district  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard 
population  of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  241  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of 
twenty-two  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  18.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  five  still-births  were  registered 
during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  20.3  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 
births  as  compared  with  7.5  in  the  previous  year  and  15.7  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  148 
(66  males,  82  females),  an  increase  of  twelve  on  the  total  for  the 
year  1964. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numeral  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  16.2  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  3.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  19.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  lit  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 15  years 
15 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 75  years 
75  years  and  over 


3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— • 

1 

3 

— • 

3 

3 

3 

6 

15 

13 

28 

14 

15 

29 

26 

50 

76 

All  Causes  ...  66  82  148 
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Causes  ©£  Death  in  1965 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— — 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— ■ 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

. 

- — , 

, 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

2 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

6 

3 

9 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

I 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

8 

11 

19 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

14 

25 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

13 

13 

26 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

5 

12 

17 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

3 

4 

22. 

Influenza  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

7 

5 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis  

6 

2 

8 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— - 

— 

— — 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

2 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 



1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   



— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

1 

4 

5 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— • 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

3 

4 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

66 

82 

148 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1965 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks  j 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

— , 

3 — 6 months 

! 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital 

Malformations 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS  

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are 
the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at 
Berkhamsted  Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before 
passing  to  supply.  There  are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing 
370,000  gallons  and  the  other  300,000  gallons.  The  average  daily  water 
consumption  was  approximately  55  gallons  per  head. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore,  no  action  has  been  necessary  for 
plumbo-solvent  contamination.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  does 
not  exceed  0.05  p.p.m.  (F).  The  Council  consider  that  no  further 
action  should  be  taken  in  relation  to  the  use  of  fluoride  until  further 
experience  has  been  gained,  and  have  written  to  Hertfordshire  County 
Council  accordingly. 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are 
taken  from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted 
monthly  by  this  Council  for  bacteriological  examination. 


Private  Supplies 

A laundry,  one  factory  and  the  Council’s  swimming  bath  obtain 
water  from  boreholes. 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

15,531 

4,678 

15,531 

— 

— 

Water  Samples  Taken  During  1965 


Number  of  Samples 

Description  of 
Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated 

10 

10 

Private  Supplies : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Baths: 

27 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Main  Water: 

Total  Hardness  240  p.p. 

m. 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  four  swimming  baths  within  the  district. 

1.  Town  Baths.  At  a cost  of  approximately  £26,000,  the  Council’s 
Open  Air  Swimming  Baths  originally  constructed  in  1925,  were  enlarged 
and  improved  and  opened  in  May. 

The  capacity  is  now  147,000  gallons  and  the  water  is  obtained  from 
an  80  ft.  borehole.  Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration 
through  sand  pressure  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours. 
Marginal  chlorination  is  used.  Proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH 
adjustment  and  aeration  is  carried  out  after  chlorination. 

Twelve  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all 
were  satisfactory. 

2.  Ashlyns  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  1934, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used 
by  the  staff  and  pupils  of  the  School. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  six  times 
every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand 
pressure  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  four  hours.  Marginal 
chlorination  is  carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  added  for  pH 
adjustment.  The  water  is  heated  by  a calorifier. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  County  Council. 
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3.  Berkhamsted  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in 
1890,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and 
pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure 
sand  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  ten  hours.  Marginal  chlorination 
is  carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 
Twelve  samples  were  taken  and  were  satisfactory. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  con- 
structed in  1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its 
staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
prior  to  the  summer  season.  The  capacity  is  80,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure 
sand  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal  chlorination 
is  carried  out  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas.  Proprietary  chemicals 
and  soda  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Three  samples  were  taken  and  were  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Purification  of  sewage  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  sewage  dis- 
posal works.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal 
Ten  samples  of  effluent  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  eight  complied 
with  the  recommended  standards. 

The  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  are  connected  to  sewers, 
but  there  are  approximately  110  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are 
emptied  when  necessary  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of 
emptying  is  recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 
Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  is  collected  from  all  premises  weekly.  A charge  is  levied  on 
trade  premises  where  more  than  one  bin  load  per  week  is  collected. 
Accumulations  and  lumber  are  collected  from  private  dwelling  houses 
for  a set  charge  of  ten  shillings. 

The  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  has  been  successfully  continued  and  a 
regular  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained. 

The  pilot  scheme  for  paper  sack  refuse  containers  has  received  a 
more  favourable  reception  from  householders  now  that  a larger  capacity 
sack  (3J  cu.  ft.)  is  used.  The  Council  has  resolved  that  all  new  Council 
houses  shall  be  provided  with  paper  sacks. 

Two  Dennis  Paxit  II  vehicles  are  used  for  collection,  each  with  a 
crew  of  one  loader/driver  and  five  men.  A third  round  is  to  be  intro- 
duced early  in  1966.  A Karrier  Dual  Tip  vehicle  is  kept  in  reserve. 
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Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  Two  men  are 
employed  and  a Bristol  Duplex  Tractor  is  used  to  assist  compaction  and 
control.  From  October  it  was  necessary  to  hire  another  tractor,  the 
Council’s  machine  being  beyond  economical  repair.  A new  Bristol 
Duplex  will  be  purchased  after  the  1st  April,  1966. 

In  order  to  discourage  indiscriminate  dumping  within  the  District, 
free  tipping  facilities  are  available. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment, arrangements  have  been  made  at  the  tip  for  the  disposal  of  a 
small  quantity  of  radio-active  waste. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,  3, 

4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

51 

113 

3 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

10 

20 

— 

— 

1 OTAL  

62 

134 

3 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 
GENERAL : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Acts  ... 

Improvement  Grants 
Overcrowding 
Infectious  diseases 
Water  supplies  and  sampling  visits 
Drainage  and  sewerage  ... 

Cesspools 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites 
Offices  and  Shops  Act  . . . 

Offices  and  Shops  Act,  Accidents 

Interviews  

Schools 

Pests  Act — rats  and  mice 
Wasps’  nests  destroyed  ... 

Refuse  collection 
Paper  sack  enquiries  ... 

Refuse  disposal 

Swimming  baths 

Paddling  pool  

Glis-Glis  infestation 
Moveable  dwellings 

Insect  pests  

Clean  Air  Act  ... 

Smoke  observations 
Sanitary  accommodation 

Cinema  

Pond 

Water  courses  

River  pollution  ... 

Immigrants  (National  Health  Service) 
Attendances  at  Court  ... 

Pet  Animals  Act  ... 

Verminous  premises 
Farms 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Bakehouses 

Butchers 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Canteens  ... 

Clubs 

Confectioners  (flour) 
Confectioners  (sugar) 

Dairies  

Fishmongers  (wet  fish) 


109 

45 

120 

2 

4 

32 

336 

29 

134 

109 

1 

244 

14 

81 

51 

81 

62 

124 

34 

4 

8 

24 

8 

2 

24 

6 

1 

7 

26 

14 

6 

1 

2 

8 
2 


12 

12 

41 

4 

6 

18 

6 

4 

8 
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Fishfriers  8 

Greengrocers  12 

Grocers  36 

Licensed  premises  18 

Multiple  food  shops  30 

Nursing  homes 8 

Registered  ice  cream  premises 42 

Registered  preserved  food  premises 24 

School  kitchens 24 

Slaughterhouses  74 

Watercress  beds 4 

Mobile  food  vans  12 

Food  Inspection  visits 26 

Notices  Served  and  Compiled  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 
31.12.64  1965  1965  31.12.65 

Public  Health  Acts 

Informal  4 34  30  8 

Formal  — — — — - 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Informal  1 14  14  1 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act 

Informal  — 1 — 1 

Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Houses  , 134 

Food  Premises  14 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A Pest  Destruction  Officer  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared 
with  Tring  U.D.C.  and  Berkhamsted  R.D.C. 

During  the  year  201  infestations  of  brown  rats,  8 of  house  mice, 
and  two  of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations.  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base 
was  used  for  poisoning. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 

Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a private  contractor,  when  25  per 
cent  fluoracetamide  (1081)  was  used.  100  manholes  were  treated  and 
35  bodies  recovered. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  shop  only  is  registered  and  statutory  conditions  are  observed. 
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Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  are  two  farms  within  the  district  to  which  the  Act  applies. 
Both  comply  with  the  statutory  requirements. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

The  majority  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  August  1964,  and  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  was  appointed 
the  Council’s  authorised  officer. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  with 
the  Council  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  at  3 1st  December 

1965: — 


Class  of  Workplace 


Offices  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Retail  Shops  

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses  ... 
Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public 
Canteens 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 


Number  of 
registered 
premises 

Number  of 
persons 
employed 

Males 

Females 

63 

423 

543 

114 

178 

402 

1 

1 

— 

13 

18 

46 

3 

— 

9 

1 

7 

1 

This  table  does  not  include  premises  in  factories,  crown  premises 
and  those  owned  by  local  authorities,  all  of  which  are  registered  by 
ELM.  Inspector  of  Factories;  neither  does  it  include  103  shops  and 
offices  which  are  exempt  from  registration. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  196© 

The  owner  of  a site  on  which  caravans  were  stationed  without  a 
site  licence  was  prosecuted  and  fined  £10  with  costs. 
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HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 

(1)  2-15  Alma  Road,  Northchurch 

A Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  respect  of  these  14  houses  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  confirmation. 

(2)  There  are  still  14  houses  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  programme; 
the  delay  in  completion  being  due  to  lack  of  Council  houses  for 
rehousing. 

Standard  Improvement  Grants 

19  applications  have  been  received,  20  were  approved  (four  out- 
standing from  1964),  and  18  grants  have  been  paid. 

Discretionary  Improvement  Grants 

4 applications  were  received  and  approved  in  respect  of  Sayer’s 
Almshouses.  The  grants  have  been  paid. 

The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision 
of  Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  B.  E.  A. 
Bad  man: — 

“Work  on  the  Contract  for  old  persons’  dwellings  at  Eagley  is 
proceeding  according  to  schedule  and  brickwork  is  starting  on  the  fiats 
and  bungalows. 

The  Billet  Lane  development  is  going  well  and  first  lettings  are 
anticipated  within  a few  weeks. 

A Contract  has  been  awarded  for  the  roads  and  sewers  at  Ashlyns 
Estate,  and  an  early  start  is  anticipated.  It  is  hoped  that  tenders  for  the 
first  phase  housing  contract  will  be  invited  wihin  the  next  few  weeks.” 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

39 

Fiats  and  Maisonettes  (3-storey) 

64 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

126 
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The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.65  was  as 
follows: — • 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  sluce  1.1.45  to  31.12.65. 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

Swing  Gate  Lane  Estate  . 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road  

10 

Unity,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Durrants  Farm  Estate  ... 

430 

Brick,  4-bedroom;  3-bedroom; 
2-bedroom;  Old  Persons  Bun- 
galows; single  persons’  flats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  1)... 

18 

Brick  houses  (14);  bungalows  (4) 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  2)... 

80 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  Old 
Person’s  Dwellings  and  flats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  3)  ... 

104 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses; 

1 - bedroom  bungalows;  1 and 

2- bedroom  flats. 

“Lagley”  (conversion)  ... 

7 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12,65. 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

BilletLane  

39 

1,  2 and  3-bedroom 
flats  and  maisonettes 

39 

— 

Lagley  

48 

Bungalows,  flats  and 
flatlets 

48 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  bet  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.65. 


Proposed 

Type 

Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Asblyns  Estate  

340 

3-storey  flats  and  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  at  31st  Decem- 
ber 1965  346 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1965 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

No.  Com- 
plying with 
Regulation 
16 

No.  to 
Which 
Regulation 
19  Applies 

No.  Com- 
plying with 
Regulation 
19 

Bakehouses  

4 

4 

4 

4 

Butchers  

12 

12 

12 

12 

Cafes,  etc 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Canteens  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Clubs  

6 

6 

6 

6 

Confectioners — flour  

7 

7 

7 

7 

„ —sugar  

14 

14 

14 

14 

Dairies  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fishmongers,  wet 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fishfriers  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Greengrocers 

7 

6 

7 

6 

Grocers  

29 

29 

29 

29 

Multiple  Food  Shops  

10 

10 

10 

10 

Nursing  Homes  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Public  Houses  

21 

21 

21 

21 

Public  Houses 

(serving  main  meals)  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Registered  for — 

(a)  Sausage  making  

17 

17 

17 

17 

(b)  Ice-cream 

manufacture  

2 

2 

2 

2 

(c)  Ice-cream  sale 

(Prepacked)  

38 

38 

— 

28 

School  Kitchens  

18 

18 

18 

18 

Slaughterhouses  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Note:— 

Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided; 

Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  to  be 
provided. 


Milk  Distribution 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Sterilised. 

There  are  two  registered  dairies  and  six  retail  distributors  who 
sell  milk  which  is  bottled  or  cartoned  outside  the  district. 


Ice  Cream 

Thirty-eight  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 
The  ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary 
brands. 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  manufacture.  One  of  these  is 
limited  to  the  manufacture  of  “soft”  ice  cream  only. 
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Slaughterhouses 

Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which 
complies  with  the  construction  regulations.  All  the  meat  is  inspected 
after  office  hours.  The  arrangements  with  Kernel  Hempstead  Borough 
Council  for  a relief  Meat  Inspector  were  continued  and  no  untoward 
difficulty  was  experienced. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1965: — 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  

185 

— 

— 

754 

10 

— 

Number  inspected  

185 

— 

" 

754 

10 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

35 

— 

■ — 

■ — 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

18.9 

— 

— 

0.1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  insp- 
ected affected  with  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F©©d§tuff§  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  were  also  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender: 


Meat  and  offal  from  slaughterhouse 

Tinned  food 

Fish 

Butter 

Raspberries  

Frozen  foods  ... 


1,028  lbs. 
1,511  tins 
106J  lbs. 
lbs. 
36  lbs. 
1,468  pkts. 
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Complaints 


Ten  complaints  were  received  and  six  warning  letters  were  sent 
to  manufacturers.  There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  eases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  daring  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

104 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

1 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

. 

Erysipelas 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  



— 

2 

_ - 

— . 

— — 

— 

1 — 2 years  

— 

• 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2—  3 „ 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—4  „ 

— 

— 

23 

— 

— 

• — 

• — 

4—5  „ 

— 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

5—10  „ 

1 

1 

29 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

1 

25—45  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

1 

— 

\ge  unknown  

1 

Total  Cases  Notified  

1 

1 

104 

1 

3 

1 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1965  . . . • • • •••  ••• 

33 

53 

4 

4 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

2 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

3 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
til e year  •••  •••  •••  • • • 

6 

10 

— - 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

32 

46 

5 

5 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Female  s 

0—  1 years  ... 



- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

- 

5 — 10  years  ... 

— 

— 



. 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

• 

- ■ 

■ 

15 — 20  years  ... 

• 

■ 

1 

20 — 25  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

— 

— 

. 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

— 

— 

■ 

45 — 55  years  ... 

— 

— 



1 

55 — 65  years  ... 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

- 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten 
End)  and  Little  Gaddesden,  which  comprises  an  area  of  17,572  acres. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1965 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation 

at  31st  December,  1965  

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1965  • 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1965/66 

List 

6,510 

2,111 

£254,004 

£985 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital 

Statistics 

LIVE  births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate  

66 

6 

46 

6 

112 

12 

Total  ... 

72 

52 

124 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  19.0 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  20.6 

STILL  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

Illegitimate  

Total  ...  — 1 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  8.0 


DEATHS ! 

Males  31,  Females  34  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


Nil 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

8.0 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM! 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 
Cancer 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System) 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.  but 
including  syphilis  and  other  V.D.) 


4.00 

2.00 
0.77 

1.38 

0.15 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1965 
was  6,510  as  compared  with  6,480  at  mid- 1964.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population  last  year,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  59. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  are  1.08 
and  0.97  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  comparable  with 
the  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas  and  with  rates  for  the  country  as  a 
whole. 

The  close  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that 
your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the 
standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the 
year,  after  allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  124  an 
increase  of  one  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  20.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  20.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  one  still-birth  was  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  8.0  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as 
compared  with  16.1  in  the  previous  year  and  15.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  65  (males 
31,  females  34)  a decrease  of  fourteen  as  compared  with  1964. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  12.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Disease  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory 
Diseases,  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System, 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  Nil  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  16.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  19.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 15  years 
15 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 75  years 
75  years  and  over 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Male  Female  Total 


1 — 1 


— 1 1 

1 3 4 

6 4 10 

8 10  18 

15  16  31 


ALL  CAUSES 


31  34  65 
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Causes  o£  Death  in  1965 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4.  Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

_ 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

1 

_ 

1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

- — 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

7 

3 

10 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

• — 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

— - 



— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

2 

3 

5 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

6 

9 

15 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

- — 

— 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

3 

3 

6 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

2 

5 

22.  Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia  

1 

3 

4 

24.  Bronchitis  

2 

1 

3 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

1 

1 

0 

Am 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— • 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

__ 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

1 

3 

4 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents 

— 

3 

3 

35.  Suicide  

— 

1 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

“ 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

31 

34 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  are  supplied 
by  the  Rucks  Water  Board,  and  the  supply  has  been  adequate  in 
quantity  and  quality  throughout  the  year. 

Little  Gaddesden,  Nettleden  with  Potten  End  (including  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Margaret’s)  and  Northchurch  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  in  the  main  supplies 
and  no  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination.  It  is 
understood  that  the  supply  of  the  Rucks  Water  Board  has  a fiuonae 
content  of  below  0.1  parts  per  million  and  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  supply  has  on  average  not  more 
than  0.02  parts  per  million. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury  

Little  Gaddesden  

Nettleden  (with  Potten 

End)  

Northchurch  

Tring  Rural  

Wigginton  

1,003 

1,155 

1,174 

1,128 

962 

1,133 

295 

345 

366 

350 

275 

356 

1,003  r 

1,UV* 

1,174 

1,128 

933 

1,133 

11 

29 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  privately  owned  swimming  bath  at  Deer  Leap,.  Ringshall,  is 
open  to  the  public  and  is  used  by  a number  of  schools  within  the  District 
and  the  surrounding  area.  The  bath  is  supplied  by  mams  water,  which 
is  chlorinated  by  a Wallace  and  Tierman  break-point  dnormatpr, 
continual  flow  of  the  filtered  water  through  the  bath  and  aerating 

cascade  is  maintained. 

Eight  double  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  on  analysis. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Aldbury,  Northchurch  and  Wigginton: 

Preparation  of  a sewerage  scheme  to  sewer  these  villages  and  to 
discharge  to  the  Berkhamsted  Urban  District’s  sewage  disposal  works  is 

well  in  hand. 
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Little  Gaddesden: 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  are  investigating  the  possibility 
of  providing  main  drainage  to  this  village  and  it  is  expected  that  an 
outline  scheme  will  be  brought  before  the  Council  during  the  coming 
year. 

Nettledea  with  Potten  End: 

The  village  of  Potten  End  was  sewered  in  1963  and  of  302  pro- 
perties on  the  line  of  the  sewer,  274  have  been  connected. 

The  village  of  Mettleden  has  not  yet  been  sewered. 


Tring  Rural: 

The  preparation  of  a sewerage  scheme  is  well  in  hand  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  scheme  will  be  put  before  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  during  the  coming  year.  Subject  to  Ministry 
approval  it  is  probable  that  the  work  will  be  commenced  before  the 
end  of  1966. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

Three  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  are  in  operation  and  are  con- 
trolled by  the  Council’s  Surveyor.  This  work  will  continue  to  be  a very 
essential  service  while  the  major  part  of  the  area  is  without  main 
drainage. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  was  carried  out  and  generally 
speaking  was  satisfactory.  An  order  has  been  placed  for  the  purchase 
of  a new  refuse  collecting  vehicle  of  large  capacity  and  it  is  hoped 
that  delivery  will  be  effected  early  in  1966. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


- - — • 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

10 

2 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  * • * 

11 

3 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

3.  OUTWORKERS: 

Making  wearing  apparel  


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 


GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ... 

Housing  Acts  

Overcrowding  

Infectious  diseases  ... 
Complaints  investigated 
Drainage  inspections  and  tests 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 
Work  in  progress 

Cesspools  

Licensed  premises  

Rivers  and  streams 


187 

93 

5 

113 

231 

24 

3 

1,292 

67 

5 

11 
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FOOD  premises: 


Bakehouses  2 

Food  stores  27 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


31.12.64 

1965 

1965 

31.12.65 

Formal  

3 

1 

4 

— 

Informal  

4 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

7 

2 

9 

— 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 

Houses 

• • • • • • 

39 

Drainage  and  cesspools 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

48 

Cesspools  emptied 

• • • • • • 

• . • 

• • • 

...  1,307 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1 963 

A further  three  registrations  under  the  above  Act  have  been 
received  making  a total  of  premises  registered  sixteen.  Adequate 
administration  of  the  Act  has  in  the  past  been  extremely  difficult  but 
as  a result  of  staff  re-organisation  it  should  be  possible  to  give  more 
time  to  this  work. 


HOUSING 

The  purchase  of  sites  and  development  of  existing  sites  for  Council 
housing  are  proceeding  as  follows: 

Little  Gaddesden — Negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  purchase 

of  land  at  the  rear  of  the  car  park  at  the 
Bridgewater  Arms,  Little  Gaddesden.  The 
proposal  is  to  erect  ten  old  persons  dwellings 
and  one  warden’s  bungalow  on  the  site. 

Potten  End  — Good  progress  has  been  made  in  construction 

of  ten  houses  and  eight  one-bedroomed  flats  at 
Wulff’s  Nursery  land  and  adjoining  allotment 
land. 

Aldbury  — Eight  two-bedroomed  houses  were  completed 

at  Trooper  Road,  Aldbury. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act, 
1959  the  following  Improvement  Grants  were  approved: — 

Number  No.  of  Houses  Total  Amount 

20  20  £5,525 

6 6 £616 


Discretionary  Grants 
Standard  Grants  ... 
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During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

18 

3-bedroom  houses  (10) 

1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 

22 

(b)  Completed: 


— — 111  ■ 

Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

8 

2-bedroom  houses 

27 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.65  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up 
to  31.12.65. 


Site 

Number 

Houses 

Wigginton : 

16 

Wick  Road  

Fieldway  

8 

Chesham  Road  

6 

Highfield  Road  

14 

Commonfield  

8 

Aldbury : 

Malting  Lane  

4 

Stoneycroft  

12 

Berryfield 

8 

Trooper  Road 

8 

Wilstone : 

New  Road  

4 

Main  Street  

2 

Orchard  Place  

6 

Little  Gaddesden: 

28 

Cromer  Close 

Long  Marston: 

8 

Tring  Road  

Bromley  

28 

North  church : 

Dudswell  

2 

Potten  End: 

10 

Vicarage  Road  

Hedgeside  

28 

Briar  Close  

6 

Type 


2 and  3-bedroom 
3-bedroom 
2 and  3-bedroom 
2 and  3-bedroom 

1- bedroom  bungalows 

2 and  3-bedroom 
3-bedroom 
3-bedroom 

2- bedroom 

3- bedroom 

3-bedroom  bungalows 
3-bedroom  houses  and  1 -bedroom 
flats 

3jbedroom 

3-bedroom 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses;  1 and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

3-bedroom 

3-bedroom 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 
1 -bedroom  bungalows 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.65. 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

Comm- 

No. 

Com- 

enced 

pleted 

Potten  End  

18 

3-bedroom  houses  (10) 

1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 

10 

8 

— 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.65. 


Site 

Proposed 
number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Aldbury  

12 

3-bedroom  houses 

Wigginton  

24 

3 -bedroom  houses 

Wilstone 

40 

3-bedroom  houses  (32)  and 

1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 

Little  Gaddesden 

11 

1 -bedroom  bungalows  (10)  and 
2-bedroom  bungalows  (1) 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1965  ...  222 

Caravans 

There  are  three  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District  as 
follows: — 

Northchurch  (The  Limit)  50  caravans 

Wigginton  (Happy  Days)  30  caravans 

Wigginton  (Elroban)  4 caravans 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District. 
Animals  purchased  by  local  butchers  are  slaughtered  in  an  adjoining 
area,  but  the  majority  of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  is  supplied  by  the 
wholesale  meat  trade. 


Food  Premises 

Twenty-nine  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  and  no  food 
was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  No  action  in  respect 
of  unsatisfactory  premises  or  lack  of  cleanliness  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  or  Hygiene  Regulations  was  necessary. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

43 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 — 2 years  

— 

3 

— 

■ 

2—3  „ 

— 

5 

— 

' 

3—4  „ 

• — 

5 

— 

— 

4—5  „ 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5—10  „ 

2 

20 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

— 

3 

— 

2 

15—25  „ ...... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25—45  „ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

45—65  „ 

- — 

1 

1 

— 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  Notified  

2 

43 

2 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1965  , « « •••  •••  • • • • • • 

17 

16 

1 

3 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

3 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

— 

5 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining 

on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

17 

14 

— - 

1 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

— 

— 

— 



■ — 

— — 

E 

E 

15—20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

20—25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

45—55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Ares.  . . . • • • • • • • • • • • * * ■ * 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1965  ... 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation 

List  at  31st  December,  1965  

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1965  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1965/66  ... 


4,407  acres 
7,650 

2,425 

£277,555 

£1,110 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  births: 


Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  

75  91 

166 

Illegitimate 

3 3 

6 

Total  ... 

78  94 

172 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  22.5 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  22.3 

STILL  births: 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 — 

1 

Illegitimate 

“ ' 

Total  ... 

1 — 

1 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  5.8 


DEATHS : 

Males  31,  Females  33  * 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  — 1 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  •••  — * 

Total  ...  — 1 1 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  

DEATH  RATE  PER  1 ,000  POPULATION  FROM  I 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  

Cancer 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System)  


5.8 

6.0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5.8 


1.96 

1.70 

1,83 

1.31 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1965 
was  7,650  as  compared  with  7,500  at  mid- 1964.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population  last  year,  i.e  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  108. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General  were  0.99  and  1.12  respectively.  The  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors  to  obtain  adjusted  rates 
which  are  strictly  comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  in  other 
districts  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  need  for 
such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  differences  in  the  constitution  of 
area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex  and  age  group 
components.  The  comparability  factors  confirm  what  is  already  known, 
the  continued  increase  in  the  numbers  in  the  younger  age  groups. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a 
net  total  of  172  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the 
year,  a decrease  of  two  as  compared  with  1964. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  22.3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation as  compared  with  23.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  one  still-birth  was  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  5.8  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births, 
as  compared  with  17.0  in  the  previous  year  and  with  15.7  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  64,  a 
decrease  of  six  on  the  total  for  the  year  1964. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  5.8  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  5.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  19.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year  ... 

1 — 5 years  ... 

5 — 15  years  ... 
15 — 25  years  ... 
25 — 35  years  ... 
35 — 45  years  ... 
45 — 55  years  ... 
55 — 65  years  ... 
65 — 75  years  ... 
75  years  and  over 


Males 

Females 

Total 

— ■ 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5 

5 

10 

6 

6 

12 

20 

19 

39 

ALL  CAUSES 


31  33  64 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1965 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

. 

— - 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— • 

- — 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

. — 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

_____ 

. 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

3 

2 

5 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

_ 

1 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- — 

— 

— - 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

2 

4 

6 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— ■ 

16. 

Diabetes  

1 

— 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system  « . . •••  • » • « •«  * . « 

7 

6 

13 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

4 

? 

6 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

— 

— 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

5 

3 

8 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

— • 

1 

1 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

1 

5 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis  

2 

2 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system  

. 

-i 

_ 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

, 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

2 

5 

7 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

35. 

Suicide  ...  

. 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— ~ 

— — 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

31 

33 

64 

85 


Infant  Mortality  in  1965 


Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under  1 year 

Pneumonitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Bucks.  Water  Board  and  throughout  the  year  was  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity.  The  water  for  the  area  is  derived  from  wells  and 
boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at  New  Ground,  Dancers  End  and 
Hawridge. 

Twenty-six  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw 
water  and  fifty-two  examinations  of  the  treated  water.  All  samples  were 
free  from  coliform  organisms  in  100  mis.  and  the  chemical  analysis  was 
satisfactory.  The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent  and  no  contamination 
of  the  supply  was  detected.  The  fluoride  content  of  this  water  is  below 
0.1  p.p.m. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: 


Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

7,650 

2,399 

7,650 

— 

— 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  within  the  Urban  District.  The  nearest 
public  swimming  baths  are  at  Ringshall,  Berkhamsted  and  Aylesbury. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

As  a result  of  discussions  with  a consortium  of  developers  in  respect 
of  proposed  residential  development  to  the  west  of  Miswell  Lane,  an 
agreement  was  concluded  whereby  a relief  12  inch  diameter  foul  sewer 
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will  be  laid  in  the  valley  extending  from  Brook  Street  to  Miswell  Lane. 
The  cost  of  the  sewer  will  be  borne  by  the  developers. 

The  high  strength  of  the  crude  sewage  arriving  at  the  sewage 
disposal  works  continued  to  impose  a heavy  load  on  the  treatment  plant. 
The  present  method  of  irrigating  the  effluent  from  the  settlement  tanks 
on  land  is  not  satisfactory  and  the  provision  of  bacteria  beds  and  humus 
tanks  should  be  considered  as  soon  as  the  problem  of  farm  and  trade 
effluents  has  been  resolved. 

The  arrangements  made  with  a neighbouring  Authority  for  the 
emptying  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  still  operating  satisfactorily. 
The  cost  of  the  service  is  recovered  from  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the 
properties. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Due  to  the  continued  new  development  it  became  necessary  to 
extend  the  frequency  of  refuse  collection  to  once  every  eight  days. 
Several  working  demonstrations  of  collection  vehicles  with  equipment 
to  compress  the  refuse  were  arranged,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a vehicle 
of  this  type  will  be  purchased  as  soon  as  satisfactory  trials  have  been 
concluded. 

Tipping  was  commenced  on  the  small  extension  to  the  Miswell  Farm 
tip  and  enquiries  and  investigations  in  respect  of  possible  alternatve 
tipping  sites  were  actively  pursued.  However,  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  Council  had  to  consider  the  prospect  of  conveying  the  refuse 
in  the  near  future  a distance  of  twenty  miles  to  a privately  owned  and 
managed  refuse  tip  at  Radlett. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  ©is  the  Admiaisfratioa  ©£  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

31 

18 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises)  

5 

11 

TOTAL  

47 

38 

1 

— 

87 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Rem- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences* 

(a)  Insufficient  

1 

— 

— 

— 

" 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective... 

1 

TOTAL  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel 


11 

Total  ...  11 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections 


GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Acts  ... 

Improvement  Grants  ... 

Problem  families  and  old  people 
Rivers  and  Streams 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Sewage  Disposal 

Refuse  Collection  ...  

Refuse  Disposal  ... 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Factories,  workplaces,  farms  and  outworkers’  premises 

Building  Sites  

Public  Halls 

Pests  Act — Rats  and  Mice  

Flies  and  Insects  

Dirty  and  verminous  premises 

Petroleum  Acts  ... 


42 

49 

39 

8 

22 

52 

52 

26 

56 

6 

45 

33 

18 

21 

6 

6 

18 


88 


FOOD  premises: 


Butchers  and  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Bakehouses  14 

Licensed  Premises  9 

Restaurants  and  kitchens  13 

Public  Market  and  Foodstalls 25 

Dairies  6 

Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 


HOUSING 

Two  families  were  rehoused  from  slum  properties.  Action  taken 
under  the  Housing  Act  resulted  in  eight  houses  being  demolished  (Church 
Lane)  and  two  houses  being  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing  Orders  or 
undertakings  not  to  re-let. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  demolish  the  13  sub-standard  dwellings 
on  the  Surrey  Place  site  and  a scheme  for  the  erection  of  15  flats 
(including  flatlets  for  the  elderly)  was  submitted  to  the  Planning 
Authority. 

All  the  two  storey  dwellings  on  the  “Eight  Acres”  Council  housing 
estate  were  completed  and  work  was  in  progress  on  the  two  blocks  of 
flats,  each  containing  9 dwellings. 

Negotiations  were  initiated  for  the  purchase  of  a site  for  Council 
dwellings  at  Icknield  Way,  New  Mill. 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

23 

Flats,  maisonettes  and 
3-bedroom  terrace  houses 

89 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick 

31 

1 -bedroom  flats  (3) ; 2- bedroom 
flats  (3);  3-bedroom  houses  (25) 

18 
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The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  3E12.65  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  to  31.12.65. 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close  

46 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Gamnel  

24 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Dundale  Road  

10 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Meadow  Close  

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Goldfield  

40 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Goldfield  Estate  

17 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour ; 1 and  2-bedroom  bungalows 

New  Road  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Eight  Acres 

29 

Brick,  3 and  4-bedroom,  parlour; 

1 and  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  hut  not  completed  at  31.12.65. 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Number 

Commenced 

Number 

Completed 

Pi aht  Arrp.s 

72 

1 , 2 and  3-bedroom 

72 

54 

flats,  maisonettes 
and  houses 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.65. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Icknield  Way,  New  Mill  ... 

28 

3-bedroom  houses 

Surrey  Place,  Akeman  Street... 

15 

1-person  flatlets  (8);  2-person, 
1 -bedroom  flats  (7) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1965  ...  120 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  the  inspection  and  supervision  of 
food  premises  received  special  attention,  the  activities  of  the  additional 
public  health  inspector  being  concentrated  on  this  aspect  of  public 
health  work. 

1.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District: 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960 


Type  of  Food 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises  to 
which  Reg. 
16  Applies 

No.  of 
Premises 
complying 
with  Reg.  16 

No.  of 
Premises 
complying 
with  Reg.  19 

Fish  Shops 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers’  Shop  

8 

8 

8 

6 

Greengrocers 

6 

6 

4 

3 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade 
included  sugar  confection- 

ery  

26 

26 

26 

8 

Bakers  & Confectioners  ... 

4 

4 

3 

4 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

3 

3 

2 

3 

Canteens 

10 

10 

9 

10 

Clubs  ...  

4 

2 

2 

2 

Dairies  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Licensed  Premises: 

Public  Houses 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Serving  main  meals 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Off-licences 

4 

Totals 

80 

73 

68 

50 

2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act: 

Ice-cream  premises  13 

Preserved  food  premises  9 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  ...  ...  25 

4.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  at  one  premises  only,  and  the  registration 
certificate  is  limited  to  the  use  of  a pre-packed  liquid  mix. 

5.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurizing  plants  in  the  district. 

6.  Milk  sampling  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  is  carried  out 
by  the  County  Health  Department  who  notify  the  District  Council  of 
any  positive  samples  found.  The  farms  concerned  are  visited  by  the 
public  health  inspector  to  ensure  that  no  raw  milk  is  consumed. 

7.  Unfit  food  surrendered  at  food  premises  (other  than  slaughterhouses) 
is  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  refuse  tip  and  comprised  12  lbs.  of 
tinned  meat. 
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Meat  Inspection 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  where  meat  is  inspected 
by  veterinary  surgeons  in  private  practice.  All  the  animals  killed  have 
been  inspected  since  the  Meat  inspection  Regulations  came  into  force 
in  October,  1963. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other 
disease  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
district  during  1965: — 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed 

3,825 

754 

1,510 

7,470 

3,316 

— 

Number  inspected  

3,825 

754 

1,510 

7,470 

3,316 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

AND  CVSTICERCI  I 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

1 

1 

l 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

1,126 

160 

29 

774 

236 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  

29 

21.7 

1.2 

10 

7 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

_ 

. 



— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

22 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

6 

3 

- — 

— 

— 

- — 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  Cases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Total 

Admitted 

Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

138 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery  

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 


>> 

U 

on 

c D 

<D 

c n 

G 

CD 

c/3 

<D 

s 

Q 

i 


Under  1 year  

8 

1 

1—  2 years  

19 

- — 

2—3  „ 

14 

1 

3—4  „ 

25 

— 

4—5  „ 

10 

1 

5-10  „ 

60 

— 

10—15  „ 

— 

— 

15—25  „ 

— 

— 

25—45  „ 

1 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

1 

1 

Total  Cases  Notified 

138 

4 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Regis- 
ter at  1st  January,  1965 

16 

7 

2 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

1 

1 

2 

— 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  

4 

2 

— 

2 

Total  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Regis- 
ter at  the  end  of  the  year 

14 

7 

2 

1 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 years  ... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

• — 

— 

1—  5 „ 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

5—10  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

10—15  „ 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

■ 

' 

15—20  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — — 

■ ~ 

20—25  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

■ 

25—35  „ 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

* 

35—45  „ 

1 

1 

• — 

1 

— — 

■ 

“ 

45—55  „ 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

55—65  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

••  " 

■ 

65  and  upwards 

Totals  

1 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 
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by 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

K.  W.  M.  HARBORD,  B.A..  M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

B.  S.  M.  Marshall,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

A.  T.  Roden,  m.b.,  b.s. 

A.  Wilkes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

J.  Poole,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.c.h. 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) : 

D.  D.  Brown,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

H.  W.  John,  l.m.s.s.a. 

F.  C.  J.  Fawcett,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer : 

Mrs.  D.  Carter,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v..  Queen’s  Nurse 

Deputy  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  : 

Miss  E.  Coe,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.,  Queens’s  Nurse 


Mrs.  D.  Arnott 
Miss  G.  Austin 
Miss  C.  J.  Badcock 
Miss  M.  L.  Baker 
Miss  L.  Brackley 
Miss  M.  A.  Clegg 
Miss  S.  J.  Evans 


Health  Visitors  : 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Handley 
Mrs.  M.  Hook 
Miss  O.  B.  Ives 
Mrs.  E.  James 
Miss  R.  M.  S.  Johnson 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Maitland 
Miss  C.  N.  McConachie 


Mrs.  M.  McMahon 
Miss  M.  Pritchard 
Miss  I.  Whitman 
Mrs.  I.  E.  Wonnf.berger 

Mrs.  K.  Clift 

(Part-time) 


Health 

Mrs.  O.  Campana 
Miss  I.  A.  R.  Carter 
Miss  K.  A.  Hopkins 


Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives  : 

Mrs.  R.  Mockford  Mrs.  A.  M.  Smart 

Miss  J.  L.  Powell  (Part-time) 

Miss  J.  Robson 


Mrs.  A.  V.  Belford 
Miss  P.  Byrne 
Miss  M.  Chalker 
Mrs.  V.  Cook 
Miss  M.  Bring 
Mrs.  C.  I.  Elford 


Miss  L.  Abrahams 


Mrs.  E.  Brown 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Hamlyn 
Mrs.  D.  Knight 
Miss  U.  R.  H.  Neil 
Mrs.  B.  Spratt  (Part-time) 


Mrs.  P.  Bathe 


District  Nurse/Midwives  : 

Miss  M.  P.  Ghadimi 
Mrs.  A.  Harwood 
Miss  A.  B.  Hickie 
Miss  S.  M.  John 
Mrs.  M.  McConnell 
Miss  I.  Murrell 

Midwives  : 

Miss  I.  Saxby 


Clinic  Nurses: 

Mrs.  E.  Griffin 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Peterson 


Miss  F.  R.  Phillips 
Miss  J.  S.  Slater 
Miss  E.  M.  H.  Thomas 
Miss  K.  Yearsden 
Mrs.  P.  Browne 

(Part-time) 


Mrs.  A.  M.  Pollard 


Mrs.  N.  Kerry 


District  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Cox  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  O.  Morgan  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Grundy  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  G.  Nasse  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  G.  Seddon  (Part-time) 


Night  Nurse: 
Mrs.  P.  J.  Peck 


Chief  Clerk  : 

Mr.  D.  Harling 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL— HEALTH  SERVICES 


Introduction 

In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services 
provided  in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account,  pur- 
posely brief,  reviews  the  health  services  from  the  local  angle  and  gives 
emphasis  to  the  local  facts  and  figures.  For  information  on  policy  and 
development  of  the  health  services  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Staff 

The  medical  staff  consists  of  a Divisional  Medical  Officer,  who  is 
also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  five  constituent  local 
authorities  in  the  Division,  four  full-time  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officers  with  the  assistance,  half-time,  of  another  and  four  part-time 
Medical  Officers  for  duties  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics  on 
a sessional  basis. 

The  nursing  staff,  who  are  under  the  general  direction  of  the 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer,  comprises  a Deputy  Divisional  Nursing 
Officer,  nineteen  Health  Visitors/School  Nurses,  one  of  whom  is  part- 
time,  twenty-four  District  Nurse/Midwives,  of  whom  two  are  part- 
time  and  seven  are  qualified  Health  Visitors  and  perform  health  visiting 
duties  as  part  of  their  work,  ten  District  Nurses,  six  of  whom  are  part- 
time,  three  Midwives,  one  Night  Nurse  and  four  part-time  Clinic  Nurses. 
The  nursing  staff  was  further  increased  last  year  by  the  equivalent  of 
four  whole-time  nurses  employed  mainly  in  the  sphere  of  district  nursing 
and  midwifery. 

Medical  auxiliaries  on  the  central  staff  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  give  both  whole  and  part-time  service  within  the  Division  and 
include  a Psychotherapist,  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  Speech  Therapists, 
Orthoptists,  Teacher  of  Deaf  Children  and  Home  Help  Organiser. 

The  opening  in  November  of  the  Principal  Health  Centre  in  Hemel 
Plempstead  allowed  a welcome  expansion  of  the  dental  service.  The 
new  centre,  with  its  three  dental  surgeries,  replaces  the  old  centre  with 
its  single  dental  surgery  at  Churchill.  The  additional  dental  staff 
appointed  included  a dental  auxiliary  whose  work  is  subject  to  the 
general  supervision  of  a dentist  and  is  connected  mainly  with  scalings, 
fillings  and  extractions  under  local,  but  not  general,  anaesthesia. 

The  medical  staff  throughout  the  year  was  at  full  strength.  In  the 
middle  of  the  year  we  welcomed  the  return  of  Dr.  Harbord  not  only  as 
an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  but  as  the  first  holder  of  the 
office  of  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  five  local  authorities 
in  the  Division. 

The  nursing  establishment  was  strengthened  to  cope  with  the 
additional  demand  from  the  rising  population.  The  attachment  scheme, 
described  in  previous  reports,  was  further  developed  so  that  by  the  end 
of  the  year  every  district  in  the  Division  was  included,  apart  from  the 
rural  areas  and  Tring  where  the  scheme  is  not  appropriate  and  where 
it  has  no  advantages  over  the  old  arrangement.  Much  has  already  been 
written  on  the  principle  of  the  attachment  scheme  and  there  is  little 
now  to  add.  Experience  continues  to  show  its  advantages  over  the  old 
scheme  and  it  appears  to  be  working  well  in  the  areas  where  it  has  been 
newly  introduced. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1965 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 
Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

Area  (acres)  .... 

7.193 

20,231 

1,952 

17,572 

4,407 

51,355 

404,524 

Population  

63,030 

13,950 

14,970 

6,510 

7,650 

106,110 

860,970 

Live  Births  

1,239 

240 

241 

124 

172 

2,016 

15,586 

Still-births  

14 

4 

5 

1 

1 

25 

208 

Deaths  

465 

140 

148 

65 

64 

882 

7,805 

Deaths  under  1 

year  of  age  ... 

25 

6 

4 

• 

1 

36 

245 

* 

47,762, 

800 

* 

* 

* 


Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  esti- 
mated popula- 
tion : 

Crude  

Adjusted  

19.7 

16.7 

37.2 

18.1 

16.1 

16.6 

19.0 

20.6 

22.5 

22.3 

19.0 

* 

18.1 

16.3 

18.0 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 
estimated 
population  : 
Crude  

7.4 

10.0 

9.9 

10.0 

8.4 

8.3 

9.1 

11.5 

Adjusted  

11.0 

10.3 

10.5 

9.7 

9.4 

* 

10.2 

— 

Infective  and 

Parasitic 
diseases  ex- 

cluding T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.  ... 

0.00 

0.07 

0 00 

0.15 

0.00 

0.02 

* 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System  

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

. 0.02 

* 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

; 

* 

Respiratory 
Diseases  (ex- 
cluding tuber- 
culosis of  res- 
piratory sys- 
tem)   

0.90 

1.36 

1.34 

1.38 

1.31 

1.07 

* 

* 

Cancer  

1.59 

1.51 

2.47 

2.00 

1.83 

1.74 

1.79 

* 

Heart  andCircu- 
latory  Diseases 

2.60 

3.58 

3.21 

4.00 

1.96 

2.85 

3.90 

* 

Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous 
System  

0.62 

1.36 

1.67 

0.77 

1.70 

0.95 

* 

* 
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England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1965 


(continued) 


1 

Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 
Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 

Infant 

Mortality 

20.2 

25.0 

16.2 

0.00 

5.8 

17.9 

15.7 

19.0 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

17.8 

12.5 

8.3 

0 00 

0.00 

13  4 

11.9 

130 

Early  Neo- 
Natal 

Mortality 

14.5 

12.5 

8.3 

0.00 

0.00 

11.4 

10.3 

* 

Peri-Natal 

Mortality 

17.6 

28.7 

29.0 

8.0 

5.8 

23.5 

23.3 

26.9 

Still-Birth 

Rate 

11.2 

164 

20.3 

8.0 

5.8 

12.2 

13.2 

15.7 

Maternal 

Mortality 

0.00 

4.1 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.49 

0.2 

0.25 

* Figures  not  available. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during 
1965  was  2,016  (1,027  males,  989  females),  a decrease  of  28  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  19.0  per  1,000  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  19.6  for  1964. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  105  or  5.2  per  cent,  of  the 
total  live  births  compared  with  94  and  4.6  per  cent,  respectively  for 
the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  882  (441  males,  441  females),  an  increase  of  13  on  the 
total  for  1964. 
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The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8.3  per  1,000 
estimated  population,  the  same  as  the  previous  year.  The  principal 
causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were: 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

2.  Cancer. 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

4.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  81  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 


Infant  Mortality 

In  1965  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  36 
an  increase  of  fifteen  from  the  previous  year.  Twenty-seven  infants  were 
under  four  weeks  of  age  at  time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  17.9  per  1,000  live 
births  as  compared  with  10.3  for  1964. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  18.8  as  compared  with  9.2  for  1964. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  was  0.0  as  compared  with  31.9  for  1964. 


The  followng  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under 
one  year  of  age: — 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

OO 

M 

<u 

<u 

£ 

I 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Prematurity 
Congenital  Heart 

11 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Disease 

Other  Congenital 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

6 

Malformations 

Pulmonary 

6 

' 

6 

7 

Atelectasis  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonitis  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

l 

Acute  Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Septicaemia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Hypoglycaemia 

Pulmonary 

Haemorrhage 

Broncho- 

1 

1 

1 

pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Infanticide 

TOTAL  

24 

3 

— 

— 

27 

3 

5 

1 

A 

— 

36 

100 


EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 


No  instance  of  the  disease  was  recorded  and  the  only  comment 
necessary  relates  to  the  question  of  vaccination. 

Last  year  the  vaccinations  were  recorded  in  the  years  of  birth. 
Unfortunately  with  this  method  of  recording  the  percentage  of  infant 
vaccinations,  commonly  used  as  an  index  of  community  protection 
against  smallpox,  cannot  be  estimated.  If,  however,  primary  vaccination 
figures  are  compared  it  will  be  seen  that  137  more  children  received 
primary  vaccination  last  year  than  in  1964  and  in  particular  112  more 
children  of  pre-school  age  were  vaccinated. 


Details  of  the  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  for  the  various 
age  groupings  are: — 


Year  of  birth 

1965 

1964 

1963-61 

1960-51 

1950 

Totals 

Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

13 

355 

284 

17 

1 

670 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

146 

219 

227 

41 

11 

644 

Re- V ACCINATIONS 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

3 

3 

6 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors • ••  ... 

— 

1 

1 

26 

33 

61 

Total  vaccinated  and 
re-vaccinated 

159 

575 

515 

87 

45 

1,381 

Any  reactions  following  vaccination,  and  few  were  recorded,  were 
generally  mild  and  fleeting. 


The  incidence  of  both  primary  and  secondary  immunizations  rose 
last  year,  the  primary  vaccinations  being  up  by  45  ana  the  secondary 
vaccinations  by  345.  It  is  estimated  that  89%  of  the  children  born  in 


1964  were  vaccinated  by  the  end  of  1965.  With  this  level  of  immunity 
among  the  child  population  the  return  of  the  disease  is,  to  say  the  least, 
highly  improbable. 


Details  of  the  immunizations  recorded  according  to  the  various  age 
groupings: — 


Year  of  birth 

Totals 

1965 

1964 

1963-61 

1960-51 

1950 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

573 

569 

31 

13 

1,186 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

293 

378 

36 

12 

— 

719 

Secondary  or 
Re-Inforcing 
Injections 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

450 

624 

914 

1,988 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

134 

212 

340 

1 

687 

Total  of  primary  and 
secondary  immuni- 
sations   

866 

1,531 

903 

1,279 

1 

4,580 

Wlioopiwg  Cough 

The  number  of  Whooping  Cough  notifications,  four,  was  the  lowest 
annual  figure  ever  recorded.  It  clearly  shows  the  impact  vaccination 
has  had  upon  the  disease  and  it  now  appears  that  Whooping  Cough 
will  never  again,  apart  perhaps  from  a few  isolated  cases,  return  to 
plague  the  community.  But  immunity  depends  on  the  maintenance  of 
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a high  vaccination  state  among  children,  the  prime  responsibility  for 
which  rests  with  the  parents. 

The  percentage  of  children  born  in  1964  and  vaccinated  before 
the  end  of  1965  was  89%,  the  same  as  for  Diphtheria,  and  the  immuniza- 
tion details,  which  are  given  below,  closely  resemble  those  for 
Diphtheria. 


Year  of  birth 

1965 

1964 

1963-61 

1960-51 

1950 

Totals 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medical 
Officers  

573 

569 

31 

13 

1,186 

(b)  By  Private 

Doctors  

293 

371 

36 

12 

— 

709 

Secondary  or 

Re-Inforcing 

Injections 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical 
Officers  

439 

543 

113 

1,095 

(bl  By  Private 

Doctors  

— 

125 

194 

220 

1 

540 

Total  of  primary  and 
seconc  ary 
immunisations 

866 

1 ,504 

801 

358 

1 

3,530 

Poliomyelitis 

There  has  now  been  no  instance  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  Division 
for  seven  years  and  like  the  three  preceding  diseases  only  the  vaccination 
figures  need  be  mentioned. 

The  percentage  of  infant  vaccinations,  81%,  is  a little  lower  than 
those  for  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  it  is  a little  difficult  to 
understand  why  this  should  be  so.  The  most  probable  explanation  is 
that  the  difference  is  more  apparent  than  real,  more  a failure  to  record 
a vaccination  than  a failure  to  vaccinate.  As  long  as  the  level  of 
immunity  remains  high  the  difference  is  perhaps  not  very  material 
but  nevertheless  it  warrants  further  attention. 
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Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  shown  below: — 


Year  of  birth 

Totals 

1965 

1964 

1963-61 

1960-51 

1950 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 

School  Medical 
Officer  

195 

912 

152 

70 

— 

1,329 

(b)  By  Private 

678 

Doctors  

141 

420 

98 

19 

' 

Secondary  or 

Re-Inforcing 

Injections 

(a)  By  Clinic  or 

School  Medical 
Officer  

— 

1 

104 

1,012 

1 

1,118 

(b)  By  Private 

353 

Doctors  

— 

27 

52 

270 

4 

Total  of  primary  and 

secondary 

immunisations 

336 

1,360 

406 

1,371 

5 

3,478 

Note:  Oral  (Sabin)  vaccine  was  used  in  all  instances  except  for  the 
following  Quadruple  vaccine  (Salk)  injections  given  by  general 
practitioners  (35  primary:  51  secondary). 


Scarlet  Fever 

Only  10  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  19  in  the  previous 

year. 

The  illness  was  mild  and  without  complications. 


Measles 

It  is  usual  for  epidemics  of  Measles  to  follow  a two  year  cycle 
with  alternating  epidemic  and  non-epidemic  years.  The  two  year  cycle 
was  broken  last  year  for  the  illness,  as  in  1964,  never  reached  epidemic 
proportions.  The  number  of  cases  notified,  1025,  was  almost  the  same 
as  in  1964  and  perhaps  only  half  the  number  which  might  have  been 
expected  in  an  epidemic  year. 

The  illness,  apart  from  the  initial  symptoms,  was  of  the  usual  mild 
character  and  the  seven  children  admitted  to  hospital  were  admitted 
more  for  social  reasons  than  because  of  the  severity  of  the  symptoms. 
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Infectious  Hepatitis 


The  incidence  of  this  disease  continued  to  rise  last  year  when  33 
cases  were  notified  as  against  22  cases  in  1964.  None  required  hospital 
care,  though  in  the  older  school  children  and  in  the  adults  the  illness 
tended  to  resolve  only  slowly  and  absence  from  work  was  prolonged. 

The  incidence  was  highest  in  the  Borough  where  26  of  the  33  cases 
reported  occurred.  Often  more  than  one  member  of  the  family  was 
involved  but  the  disease  continued  to  be  more  prevalent  among  children 
of  school  age.  There  was  never  at  any  time  any  sign  of  the  disease 
reaching  epidemic  proportions  nor  was  any  one  area  particularly 
affected. 

Infectious  Hepatitis  is  important  because  of  the  liver  damage  it 
causes,  damage  which  is  notoriously  slow  to  resolve.  It  is  true  that 
eventual  complete  recovery  is  almost  invariable  but  the  lengthy  con- 
valescence which  is  usually  needed  makes  it  stand  apart  from  practically 
all  other  infectious  diseases.  Even  though  there  is  virtually  no  mortality 
and  few  complications,  no  one  can  regard  infectious  hepatitis  as  a 
trifling  disease  when  the  duration  of  the  illness  is  at  least  four  weeks  on 
average.  There  is  much  to  learn  about  the  epidemiology  of  the  disease 
and  its  methods  of  spread  so  that  preventive  measures  whether  specific, 
such  as  the  use  of  immune  globulin,  or  more  general,  such  as  improve- 
ments in  hygiene,  may  be  intelligently  applied. 


Notification  of  Notifiable  Infections  Diseases  1965  (corrected) 


District 

Disease 

Borough  of 

Hemel 

Hempstead 

Rural  District 
of  Hemel 
Hempstead 

Urban  District 
of 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 
of 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 
of  Tring 

Totals  for 
Division 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

1 

2 

10 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Measles  

650 

90 

104 

43 

138 

1,025 

Dysentery  

64 

— 

1 

— 

4 

69 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Paratyphoid  Fever... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  

■ — 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Infectious  Flepatitis 
Tuberculosis 

26 

2 

2 

3 

" 

33 

Pulmonary 

15 

2 

3 

3 

2 

25 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

2 

1 

3 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Domiciliary  Midwifery 

There  were  871  home  confinements,  all  but  4 of  whom  were 
attended  by  County  Council  midwives.  The  number  of  County  Council 
midwives  employed  in  the  Division  was  27  (including  2 part-time)  of 
whom  24  acted  in  the  dual  capacity  of  District  Nurse/Midwife.  A total 
of  505  patients  were  given  gas  and  air  analgesia  during  labour  while,  in 
addition,  251  patients  received  Trichloroethylene  analgesia.  Pethilorfan 
injections  were  administered  to  434  patients.  The  total  of  domiciliary 
confinements  fell  by  29  last  year. 

The  total  number  of  confinements  among  residents  in  the  Division 
was  2,010,  8 lower  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of 
domiciliary  confinements  fell  slightly  from  45%  to  43%.  Of  the  1,139 
institutional  confinements,  hospital  or  nursing  home,  884  were  in  the 
St.  Paul’s  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead.  The  remaining  255  confinements 
were  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes  outside  the  divisional  boundary, 
95  within  and  160  outside  the  County  boundary. 


Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  care 

It  is  almost  three  years  since  the  last  ante-natal  clinic  of  the  local 
health  authority  closed,  a decision  which  was  regretted  by  some  but 
was  the  right  one  to  make  in  the  altered  circumstances  of  domiciliary 
midwifery.  The  local  health  authority  doctor  is  unable,  under  his  terms 
of  employment,  to  attend  confinements  and  it  is  desirable  that  the 
doctor  responsible  for  ante-natal  care  should  equally  be  responsible  for 
the  delivery  and  post-natal  care.  The  family  doctor  is  now  placed  with 
the  responsibility  of  providing  the  full  medical  care  both  before  and 
after  the  confinement,  a duty  it  is  fair  to  say  he  gladly  accepts. 

To  help  him  in  this  care  he  has  the  services  of  the  midwife  who, 
under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board,  has  a responsibility  for 
her  patients.  It  is  obvious  that  if  this  dual  responsibility  is  not  to  work 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  patient  the  doctor  and  midwife  must  work 
together  as  a team.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  attachment  scheme 
of  midwives  to  general  practice  has  been  of  great  practical  help  in 
fostering  team-work.  Consultation  between  doctor  and  nurse  has  been 
made  easier  and  so  has  become  more  frequent  and  the  care  of  the 
patient  has  more  and  more  developed  into  a joint  effort.  Indeed  every- 
one has  received  benefit  from  the  scheme,  not  least  the  patient. 

In  this  section  of  the  annual  report  for  1964  comment  was  made 
on  an  important  measure  introduced  in  October,  1964,  the  examination 
of  all  babies  within  two  days  of  birth  for  the  detection  of  early  signs 
of  congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip.  This  most  disabling  disease  can  be 
cured  only  if  it  is  diagnosed  and  treated  within  the  first  week  after 
birth.  The  earliest  sign  of  the  disease  is  the  “clicking”  hip  joint  and  it 
is  for  this  sign  which  the  midwifery  team  must  carefully  search.  Treat- 
ment to  be  truly  effective  must  be  begun  at  this  stage  and  without 
waiting  for  the  more  florid  signs  of  the  disease  to  appear. 
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As  far  as  is  known  all  babies,  whether  born  in  hospital  or  at  home, 
were  so  examined  last  year  and  five  babies  with  the  “clicking”  hip 
joint  sign  were  found  and  immediately  treated  by  the  orthopaedic 
surgeon.  All  were  nursed  in  a special  abduction  frame  for  three  months 
without  removal  and  the  present  indications  are  that  all  will  eventually 
make  a satisfactory  recovery. 

The  history  of  one  unfortunate  family  vividly  illustrates  the 
importance  of  early  detection.  The  last  child  bom  a year  ago  showed 
evidence  of  bilateral  disease  and  was  treated  immediately  in  a special 
adbuction  splint.  While  she  still  remains  under  supervision  her  ultimate 
prognosis  appears  to  be  good.  Her  sister,  now  aged  three  and  a half 
years,  is  not  so  fortunate  for  she  too  has  bilateral  congenital  dislocation 
of  the  hips  which  however  was  not  diagnosed  until  she  was  nine  months 
old  when  the  more  obvious  signs  of  the  disease  appeared.  She  had  her 
first  corrective  operation  when  aged  eighteen  months  and  is  at  present 
in  hospital  undergoing  further  operative  treatment.  Her  ultimate 
prognosis  is  not  nearly  so  good  as  it  is  for  her  younger  sister.  Such 
family  histories  emphasize  the  importance  of  this  new  preventive  mea- 
sure and  make  so  worthwhile  the  energy  and  time  spent  in  searching 
for  the  admittedly  few  sufferers  from  the  disease. 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

More  family  doctor  well-baby  clinics  were  established  last  year 
but  as  yet  they  have  made  little  impact  on  the  child  welfare  centres.  It 
seems  inevitable,  however,  that  this  new  development  will  continue  but 
progress  will  be  slow  until  more  surgery  accommodation  becomes 
available. 

While  we  should  perhaps  encourage  this  development  equally  we 
must  ensure  that  it  proceeds  along  the  right  lines.  The  conduct  of 
welfare  centres  has  greatly  changed  since  the  centres  were  first  started 
for  child  welfare  must  always  keep  abreast  of  modern  knowledge  and 
ideas.  In  recent  years  child  development  has  received  much  study  and 
attention  because,  unless  the  norms  of  development  are  clearly 
recognised,  departures  from  them  will  equally  be  missed.  The  sooner 
abnormalities  are  recognised  the  better  the  chances  of  cure  or,  if  cure 
is  impossible,  of  limiting  the  effects  of  the  abnormality.  It  is  because 
of  the  more  intensive  concentration  on  child  development  that  the 
measures  for  the  early  detection  of  congenital  disease  of  the  hip,  for 
the  detection  of  phenylketonuria  before  the  onset  of  irreversible 
metabolic  disorders  and  for  the  detection  of  deafness  in  babies  in  the 
“at  risk”  categories  have  been  introduced. 

It  may  well  be  that  in  the  course  of  time  the  local  health  authority 
welfare  clinics  will  close  as  the  ante-natal  clinics  have  already  closed. 
Child  Welfare  will  then,  like  midwifery,  be  entirely  within  the  province 
of  the  family  doctor  with  the  health  visitor  in  a supporting  role.  Such 
a change  is  perhaps  logical  and  would  equally  be  welcome  if  the  pre- 
ventive nature  of  the  work  as  well  as  the  curative  is  always  recognised 
and  the  search  for  new  ideas  and  methods  is  constantly  pursued. 
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WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 


One  of  the  duties,  not  always  relished,  imposed  upon  local  health 
authorities  is  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  welfare  foods.  There  are 
27  centres  in  the  Division  from  which  these  foods  (National  Dried  Milk, 
Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  tablets)  are  distributed.  Of 
these  distribution  centres  18  are  situated  in  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 
6 in  local  shops  and  3 in  premises  staffed  by  the  W.V.S. 


Supplies  are  ordered  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office  from  a 
main  depot  at  Chesham  and  deliveries  to  the  centres  are  either  made 
directly  from  the  main  depot  or  by  local  transport  from  a County 
Council  depot  at  Hemel  Hempstead.  The  following  welfare  foods  were 
distributed  last  year: — 


National  Dried  Milk 
Orange  Juice 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  A and  D Tablets 


3,696  tins 
46,043  bottles 
1,481  bottles 
3,097  packets 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  K.  W.  M.  Llarbord  for  the  report  on  the 
School  Health  Service. 


Introduction 

A feature  of  successful  preventive  services  is  that,  for  the  most 
part,  they  lack  drama.  Indeed  dramatic  episodes  often  mark  the  failure 
of  prevention  while  success  is  marked  only  by  the  service  pursuing  the 
even  tenor  of  its  way. 

Highlights  of  success  in  prevention  can  be  found  in  the  comparison 
of  fieures  before  and  after  the  introduction  of  n ew  specific  preventive 
measures.  Unfortunately,  of  the  three  pillars  of  preventive  medicine  in 
the  School  Health  Service  (immunisation,  health  education  and  the  early 
detection  of  disease)  only  immunisation  lends  itself  to  such  statistical 
analysis. 


Prevention  by  Immunisation 

Statistical  comparision  is  not  really  needed  to  point  to  the  success 
of  the  more  recent  immunisation  measures.  Many  people  are  able  to 
assess  the  results  for  themselves  in  the  case  of  immunisation  against 
tuberculosis  and  poliomyelitis.  Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough, 
Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  also  began  within  living  memory.  These 
measures,  together  with  vaccination  against  Smallpox,  have  become 
absorbed  into  the  routine  work  of  the  Infant  Welfare  and  School  Health 
Services.  They  have  become  undramatic,  but  are  none  the  less  a vital 
part  of  these  Services. 
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Prevention  by  Health  Education 


Health  Education  is  a preventive  measure  which  is  slowly  gaining 
increasing  attention.  Much  useful  and  painstaking  work  continues  to 
be  done  by  the  School  Health  teams.  As  yet,  however,  there  is  no 
efficient  measuring  instrument  to  assess  the  results  of  health  education. 
Observations  can  point  to  the  success  of  various  techniques  but,  so  far, 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  turn  observations  into  reliable  figures.  In 
the  absence  of  accurate  measurement  it  is  important  that  the  lack  of 
drama  should  not  be  taken  for  a sign  of  discouragement. 


Prevention  by  the  Early  Detection  of  Disease 

In  this  preventive  measure  lies  most  of  the  work  of  the  School 
Health  Service.  The  detective  work  itself  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  School 
Doctor  and  School  Nurse,  with  parents  and  teachers  as  their  informants. 
The  school  medical  inspection  can  be  regarded  as  the  culmination  of 
teamwork  in  which,  the  School  Doctor  and  School  Nurse,  teacher  and 
parent,  and  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  of  the 
School,  all  contribute  to  detect  points  of  examination  or  history  which 
may  reveal  the  seeds  of  future  illness  in  the  child. 

The  lack  of  drama  and  even  of  highlights  in  this  major  task,  must 
not  be  taken  to  mean  that  the  work  is  a mere  routine  or  that  school 
children  would  be  as  well  off  if  the  task  were  not  accomplished.  A 
study  of  the  tables  of  defects  found  at  periodic  medical  inspections, 
published  each  year,  reveals  two  observations  of  interest.  One  is  that 
although  the  numbers  of  defects  in  each  heading  vary  from  year  to  year 
the  total  number  of  defects  detected  is  increasing  slightly,  reflecting  the 
increasing  numbers  of  children  at  school.  The  other  observation  is  that 
the  headings  reveal  the  systematic  nature  and  the  scope  of  the  examina- 
tion itself  which  each  child  undergoes.  What  the  headings  do  not  reveal 
are  the  intensity  of  the  search  for  defects  in  each  category  and  the  scope 
of  each  heading.  Defects  under  the  heading  “Heart”  may  include  the 
meaningless  murmur  of  childhood  and  the  case  requiring  major 
heart  surgery,  while  a defect  under  the  heading  “Skin”  may  include  any 
condition  from  insect  bites  to  severe  recurrent  eczema.  Whatever  the 
degree  of  defect,  the  findings  are  recorded  and  appropriate  action  taken 
to  initiate  treatment  or  to  keep  the  condition  under  observation.  When- 
ever it  is  indicated  appropriate  information  is  given  to  the  family  doctor 
or  to  the  hospital  specialist. 
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In  the  following  table  the  numbers  under  the  heading  “Treatment 
include  the  majority  of  children  referred  from  this  preventive  service 
to  a “treatment  service”  such  as  the  family  doctor  or  specialist  clinic. 


Number  of  Children  seen  at  Medical  Inspections  during  the  year  1965 


(a)  Periodic  Inspections: 


Number  Inspected- 

Age  Group  (Year) 

1961  and  later 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 


Number 

40 

1,712 

78 

245 

1,586 

135 

37 

1,251 

607 

84 

873 

265 


TOTAL  6,913 


(b)  Other  Inspections: 

Number  of  special  inspections 142 

Number  of  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  •••  3,651 

total  3,793 


Defects  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

A statistical  analysis  of  the  defects  found  at  medical  inspections 
is  given  in  the  following  table: — 


HO 


Periodic  Inspections 


Defect  or  Disease 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

(Interim 

inspections) 

Total 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Skin  

17 

21 

28 

14 

92 

30 

137 

65 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

69 

210 

103 

71 

263 

187 

435 

468 

(b)  Squint  

37 

17 

3 

1 

9 

4 

49 

22 

(c)  Other  

3 

3 

2 

1 

8 

1 

13 

5 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

30 

40 

8 

8 

33 

32 

71 

80 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

27 

41 

— 

— 

11 

15 

38 

56 

(c)  Other  

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

14 

Nose  and  Throat  

52 

140 

3 

5 

32 

80 

87 

225 

Speech  

14 

44 

4 

1 

8 

13 

26 

58 

Lymphatic  Glands 

3 

8 

1 

1 

— 

8 

4 

17 

Heart 

3 

37 

3 

8 

6 

47 

12 

92 

Lungs  

30 

79 

5 

11 

28 

81 

63 

171 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

1 

8 

— 

— 

3 

8 

4 

16 

(b)  Other  

19 

69 

14 

31 

39 

183 

72 

283 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

2 

16 

8 

5 

23 

51 

33 

72 

(b)  Feet  

21 

87 

13 

8 

60 

59 

94 

154 

(c)  Other  

9 

52 

4 

5 

19 

28 

32 

85 

Nervous  System : 

(a)  Epilepsy  

7 

3 

1 

1 

6 

8 

14 

12 

(b)  Other  

2 

6 

2 

6 

13 

22 

17 

34 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development 

— 

6 

1 

5 

5 

18 

6 

29 

(b)  Stability  

19 

100 

2 

7 

31 

92 

52 

199 

Abdomen 

6 

10 

1 

2 

7 

18 

14 

30 

Other  

3 

13 

8 

9 

13 

22 

24 

44 

Special  Clinks 

Many  of  the  children  shown  as  requiring  treatment  in  the  above 
table  will  have  been  referred  to  one  of  the  special  clinics  mentioned 
below.  The  family  doctor  service  is  another  and  happily  increasing 
source  of  referral  of  children  to  these  clinics  for  appropriate  specialist 
advice  and  treatment. 

In  December,  five  of  the  following  six  clinics  moved  from  their  old 
headquarters  at  Churchill  to  their  new  accommodation  in  the  Marlowes 
Health  Centre.  The  sixth,  the  Child  and  Family  Psychiatric  Clinic  was 
able  to  set  up  a service  in  the  Division  for  the  first  time  once  the  new 
suite  was  available  in  the  Health  Centre. 

The  move  came  too  late  in  the  year  for  the  change  in  conditions  to 
register  on  many  of  the  clinics,  but  on  two,  at  least,  the  effect  was 
immediate. 

Dental  Clinics:  For  most  of  the  year  clinics  at  Churchill  ran  for  13J 
sessions  weekly,  including  sessions  for  secondary  school  children  on 
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Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  evenings.  Following  the  move  into  the 
new  Health  Centre,  with  its  three  dental  surgeries,  waiting  room  and 
x-ray  dark  room,  it  was  possible  to  increase  immediately  the  number  of 
sessions  to  23. 

The  Bennetts  End  Clinic  held  9 sessions  weekly,  and  the  clinic 
at  the  Health  Centre,  Berkhamsted  held  6 sessions  weekly. 

Child  & Family  Psychiatric  Clinic:  As  mentioned  above,  the  most  pro- 
nounced effect  of  the  new  Health  Centre  was  upon  this  service.  Whereas 
previously  children  requiring  diagnosis  and  treatment  as  well  as  estima- 
tions of  their  intelligence  had  to  make  the  journey  to  Watford;  they  are 
now  able  to  receive  the  benefit  of  a complete  service  within  the  Division. 

Audiology  Clinic : Conducted  by  Dr.  M.  V.  Bickerton,  Consultant 
Audiologist,  at  Hemel  Hempstead. 

In  January,  the  monthly  session  was  increased  to  two  sessions  per 
month,  and  on  16th  December  to  four  sessions  per  month. 

During  the  year,  26  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  164 
attendances  (new  cases  75:  re-examinations  89). 

Sound-proofed  rooms  for  audiology  and  audiometry  are  provided 
at  the  Marlowes  Health  Centre. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic:  Conducted  by  Miss  V.  Press,  Speech  Therapist. 

The  two  sound-proofed  rooms  proved  valuable  also  to  this  clinic 
which  can  now  operate  without  the  intervention  of  extraneous  noise. 
The  clinic  was  thus  withdrawn  from  less  suitably  appointed  rooms  at 
Adeyfield  Hall,  Bennetts  End  Hall  and  Warners  End  Hall  and  clinics 
were  held  (except  Wednesday)  from  Monday  to  Friday  for  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions  at  the  Marlowes  Health  Centre.  Ihe  exception 
Wednesday — is  one  on  which  morning  and  afternoon  sessions  were  held 

at  Berkhamsted  Centre. 

During  the  year  198  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  721 
attendances.  One  hundred  and  forty-three  children  were  still  attending 
at  the  end  of  the  year  (47  under  treatment  and  96  under  observation). 
The  reduction  in  the  number  of  sessions  held  and  attendances  made  by 
children  during  the  year,  was  due  to  the  prolonged  illness  of  the  speech 

therapist. 

Ophthalmic  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Dr.  Norman  Gardener,  Consultant 
Ophthalmologist,  and  Dr.  M.  A.  Kahn,  at  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berk- 
hamsted. 

Twice  weekly  sessions  on  Thursday  and  Friday  morning  were  held 
at  Hemel  Hempstead.  Ninety-one  sessions  were  held  in  the  year  with 
914  attendances  and  spectacles  prescribed  for  312  children. 

Monthly  clinics  on  Saturday  mornings  were  held  at  Berkhamsted 
at  the  Health  Centre.  Ten  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  150 
attendances  with  spectacles  prescribed  for  43  children. 
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Orthoptic  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Mrs.  A.  B.  Scott,  County  Orthoptist. 

Weekly  sessions  on  Monday  and  Friday  a.m.  and  p.m.  were  held  at 
Hemel  Hempstead,  and  when  necessary,  at  the  Health  Centre,  Berkham- 
sted.  During  the  year  there  were  107  sessions  at  which  695  attendances 
were  made. 


Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

During  the  year  two  children  were  admitted  to  short-stay  holiday 
homes  for  convalescent  treatment,  the  County  Council  accepting  finan- 
cial responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 

Handicapped  Pupils 

For  the  year  ended  31.12.65  the  following  handicapped  pupils 
were: 

(a)  Newly  placed  in  special  schools  or  boarding  homes: — 


Blind  ... 

2 

Maladjusted 

...  10 

Deaf 

1 

Educationally  sub-normal 

...  40 

Physically 

Handicapped 

2 

Epileptic 

...  1 

Delicate  

1 

Total  ... 

57 

(b) 

Newly  assessed  as  needing 
schools  or  boarding  homes: 

special  educational  treatment  in 

special 

Blind  ... 

1 

Maladjusted 

...  18 

Deaf  ... 

2 

Educationally  sub-normal 

...  39 

Physically 

Handicapped 

2 

Epileptic 

...  1 

Delicate 

1 

Total  ... 

64 

(c) 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils 
1965:— 

in  special  schools  at  31st  December, 

Blind  ... 

4 

Delicate 

...  6 

Partially  sighted 

3 

Maladjusted 

...  37 

Deaf  ...  ...  ... 

13 

Educationally  sub-normal 

...  127 

Physically 

Handicapped 

20  - 

Epileptic 

...  2 

Total  ... 

212 

(d)  Number  of  handicapped  pupils  receiving  home  tuition  ...  2 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


Each  year  sees  a steady  growth  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  and 
last  year  the  total  number  of  visits  reached,  33,260,  an  increase  of 
almost  4%  over  1964.  Fortunately  additional  part-time  nurses  were 
available  to  cope  with  the  extra  work. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  if  not  all  of  the  increased 
demand  is  due  to  the  greater  co-operation  and  easier  means  of  commu- 
nication between  doctor  and  nurse  which  the  newly  introduced  attach- 
ment scheme  permits.  The  approach  is  now  personal  and  direct  rather 
than  through  the  agency  of  the  health  department  and  both  doctor 
and  nurse  appreciate  the  advantage  of  the  new  arrangement.  We  are 
now  beginning  to  see  the  real  size  of  the  home  nursing  problem  for  much 
was  hidden  in  the  past  because  of  the  difficulties  of  communication 
between  doctor  and  nurse.  Let  us  hope  the  supply  of  nurses  will  always 
prove  adequate  to  meet  the  demand. 

The  increasing  use  of  disposable  equipment  such  as  hypodermic 
syringes,  gloves,  enema ta  and  others  is  proving  of  considerable  help 
by  cutting  down  the  time  nurses  spend  on  sterilization  procedures.  In 
the  long  run  the  use  of  disposable  equipment  may  well  prove  cheaper 
than  the  old  sterilization  methods  because  of  the  more  economical  use 
of  nursing  staff.  Again,  to  save  nursing  time,  thought  was  given  to 
the  introduction  of  appropriate  sized  packs  of  sterilized  dressings  but 
although  the  principal  appeared  sound,  practical  difficulties  prevented 
their  introduction. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


For  many  years  the  demand  for  home  helps  has  far  exceeded  the 
supply,  nor  is  the  situation  improving.  Industry  can  offer  the  woman 
whom  we  would  like  to  recruit  into  the  home  help  service  better  pay 
and  often  more  convenient  hours  of  work.  So  far,  at  least,  the  County 
Council  has  been  unable  to  meet  this  competition,  yet  if  the  home  help 
service  is  to  be  kept  going,  never  mind  further  developed,  ways  and 
means  must  be  found  to  attract  recruits. 

Because  of  the  acute  shortage  of  home  helps  last  year  it  was 
decided  to  hold  an  intensive  recruitment  campaign  in  the  division. 
The  campaign,  held  in  the  early  spring  and  lasting  one-week,  was  based 
in  a mobile  exhibition  van  visiting  the  more  thickly  populated  areas 
where  the  chances  of  recruitment  are  obviously  better. 

The  campaign  was  preceded  by  an  intensive  publicity  drive  using 
press  notices  and  advertisements  of  the  date,  time  and  stopping  places 
of  the  mobile  exhibition  van,  posters,  leaflets  and  indeed  all  conceivable 
forms  of  publicity  material.  Many  people  helped  in  the  arrangements 
not  least  the  local  press.  The  exhibition  van  was  constantly  manned 
by  the  divisional  organiser  or  her  deputy  and  many  enquiries  were 
received. 
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In  terms  of  recruitment  the  campaign  achieved  little  success  but 
nevertheless  the  few  recruits  it  did  gain  were  very  welcome.  But  in 
such  campaigns  success  just  cannot  be  measured  in  terms  of  immediate 
recruitment.  The  campaign  must  have  made  many  people  give  thought  to 
the  service  for  it  published  the  service  as  it  never  had  been  before.  It 
surely  made  people  realise  how  vital  the  service  is  to  the  community 
and  particularly  to  its  older  citizens.  The  campaign  certainly  was  not 
a failure  and  it  may  yet  yield  more  tangible  results. 
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